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FORTY-FIRST ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING, YORK, 1923, 


The Forty-first Annual General Meeting of the 
National Veterinary Medical Association of Great 
Britain and Ireland, Limited, was held in the Tempest 
Anderson Hall, York, on Wednesday, August 15th, 
1923. 

The President, Mr. H. Sumner, occupied the chair, 
and the following members and visitors signed the 
attendance book :— 

Mr. H. J. Dawes (President-Elect) ; Major‘J. Abson, 
Sheffield ; Messrs. W. Ackroyd, Halifax; J. Ander- 
son, Leith ; W. E. Armstrong, Wigton; W. F. Aston, 
Wrexham; J. R. Barker, Hereford; J. Blackburn, 
Mahon; Major-General Sir Layton J. Blenkinsop, 
Melbourne, Herts.; Messrs. T. Bowett, Worksop ; 
G. E. Bowman, Leeds; Dr. O. Charnock Bradley, 
Edinburgh ; W. H. Brooke, Handsworth ; D. Brown, 
Kilwinning; J. Brown, Invergordon; W. Brown, 
Banchory; J. K. Calderwood, Clitheroe; W. A. 
Campbell, Boroughbridge ; J. H. Carter, Henley-on- 
Thames; F. Chambers, Wolverhampton; 8. Cham- 
bers, Kirkheaton; W. G. Clarke, Armagh; J. Clark- 
son, Garforth ; Major J. B. Collyer, British Columbia ; 
Messrs. R. L. Cornell, London; W. Crawford, Leeds ; 
Professor J. F. Craig, Dublin; Messrs. D. Cumming, 
Peterculter ; J. Davidson, Newcastle; W. R. Davis, 
Enfield; G. D. Davies, Swansea; H. J. Dawes, 
West Bromwich; T. Dobie, Birkenhead; G. R. 
Dudgeon, Sunderland ; C. H. Ducklebury, Lancaster ; 
Major G. W. Dunkin, Canterbury ; Messrs. A. Edgar, 
Whithorn; W. Edmondson, Harrogate; F. G. 
Edwards, Chester; H. 8S. Elphick, Newcastle-on- 
Tyne; A. C. Forbes, Bishop Auckland ; W. Forsyth, 
Cannock ; J. Fox, London; A. M. Fulton, Birkenhead; 
A. H. Gentle, Otley ; A. Gofton, Edinburgh; F. L. 
Gooch, Stamford; H. W. Good, Scarborough; D. 
Hamilton, Leeds; T. G. Heatley, Woodbridge ; 
H. Hicks, West Hartlepool; C. G. Hill, Darlington ; 
Major F. T. G. Hobday, London; Mr. T. H. Hobson, 
Leicester ; Captain H. P. Hogben, Folkestone ; Messrs. 
R. Hudson, Retford ; R. Hughes, Oswestry ; Professor 
D. Imrie, Glasgow ; Messrs. D. 8. Jack, King’s Lynn ; 
T. T. Jack, Sunderland; L. Ll. Jones, Llansantffraid ; 


H. C. Kelly, Portadown; Professor D. Kehoe, Dublin ; 
Messrs. H. A. King, Derby; W. W. Lang, Brigg ; 
J. W. Laxenby, Tadcaster ; _H. G. Lepper, Aylesbury ; 
J. Lindsay, Dumfries; J. Macfarlane, Glasgow ; 
G. P. Male, Reading ; J. Martin, Wellington; J. W. 
McIntosh, London; J. McKinna, Huddersfield ; 
H. F. McVean, Craigellachie ; P. Meikle, Strathaven; 
T. Mitchell, Sunderland; R. Mitchell, Glasgow ; 
Professor W. W. ;Mitchell, Edinburgh; Major 
Eustace Montgomery, East Africa; Professor J. J. 
O’Connor, Dublin; Messrs. W. Peggie, Biggar; C. E. 
Perry, Bristol; G. H. Pollock, York; J. O. Powley, 
Sutton Coldfield; L. P. Pugh, Sevenoaks; Major 
D. 8. Rabagliati, Cairo; Major G. Rees-Mogg, London; 
Messrs. J. R. Rider, Darlington; J.W. Rider, Beamish ; 
C. Roberts, Tunbridge Wells; M. Robinson, Barnsley ; 
F. C. Scott, Pontefract ; G. W. Searles, Margate ; R. 
Simpson, Shrewsbury; E. H. Stent, Manchester ; 
J. W. Tainsh, Grimsby ; Trevor Spencer, Kettering ; 
J. H. Taylor, Darlington; Messrs. H. Theiler, 
Liverpool; H. L. Torrance, Sheffield; A. H. 
Watson, Bradford; S. Wharam, Leeds; G. White- 
head, Batley; A. W. Whitehouse, Glasgow; T. 
Wilkinson, Lanchester; F. W. Willett, Staines ; 
T. Wilson, Nantwich; W. Woods, Wigan; and 
W. Jackson Young, Edinburgh; together with the 
Hon. Treasurer, Professor G. H. Wooldridge, the 
Acting Hon. Secretary, Mr. G. H. Livesey, and the 
Assistant Secretary, Mr. W. Brown. 

Visitors.—A large number of ladies, and Drs. 8. 
Sisson (Columbia, Ohio, U.S.A.), J. Stanley White 
(London), and Sir A. Theiler (Pretoria). 

The meeting was opened by the Secretary reading 
the notice convening the Annual General Meeting. 

On the proposition of Mr. F, L. Goocn, the minutes 
of the last annual general meeting, which had been 
printed in the issue of the Veterinary Record of the 
9th September, 1922, were taken as read and 
confirmed. 

Letters of apology had been received from the 
following members and guests :—Messrs. T. W. Bloye, 
Plymouth; F. Bullock, London; J. C. Coleman, 
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Swindon; Professor 8. H. Gaiger, Glasgow ; Messrs. 
G. Howie, Alford ; P. J. Howard, Ennis; J. H. Jones, 
Edinburgh; F. Kerr, Kingstown; Captain G. D. 
Martin, Messrs. A. Monro, Belfast ; E. B. Reynolds, 
Newmarket ; W. Scott, Bridgwater; 8. Slocock, 
Hounslow ; Major-General Sir Frederick Smith, St. 
Leonards; Messrs. 8. Villar, Amersham Common ; 
and W. Watt, London. 

The American Veterinary Association had addressed 
letters to the British Veterinary Medical Association, 
appointing Dr. Septimus Sisson, of the Ohio University, 
as their official representative, sending cordial felicita- 
tions to the annual general meeting. 

The CHAIRMAN said he felt sure that every one 
present would feel distinctly proud that it had been 
possible for Dr. Sisson to attend the annual meeting, 
not only in his personal capacity, but as representing 
the American Veterinary Association. He had no 
hesitation in assuring Dr. Sisson that every member 
of the British Association would welcome him and 
do all that lay in their power to make his visit a happy 
and successful one. (Applause.) 

The Secretary read a communication from Captain 
Eustace Montgomery, requesting the Association to 
recognise the South African Veterinary Association 
as a Branch. 

Dr. O. ©. Braviey thought it would be a great 
mistake if the Association did not fall in with the 
wishes of the East African members of the profession, 
and he fancied it would be reported from the Council 
that steps would have to be taken to effect the 
establishment of an East African Branch. The pro- 
cess of effecting the Branch might be somewhat 
complicated, because their Association was a 
Limited Liability one, which fact would necessitate 
the adoption of certain legal procedure. They 
might, however, hope that that legal adjustment 
would be quickly brought about, and that very 
soon a Branch might be formed in East Africa. 
He suggested that the general meeting then 
assembled should express itself as desirous of 
extending Branches into the Colonies, and that with 
the least possible delay steps should be taken to 
effect that wish. If it was necessary to make a 
formal notice in regard to it, he was prepared to do so. 

In reply to Dr. Bradley, the CHAIRMAN intimated 
that the matter would be brought forward in the 
proceedings of Council, and he thought they would 
possibly make their vote at that stage. 

Report or Counci, Meetinc.-The Acting Hon. 
Secretary read the following report of the Council 
Meeting of the Association held the previous day :— 

A Council meeting, held at York, August 4th, 1923, 
the President in the Chair. 

Amongst the list of apologies for absence was one from 
the Secretary of the R.C.V.S., and much regret was felt 
that Mr. Fred Bullock had been unable to accept the 
invitation extended to him to attend the conference. 

Arising out of correspondence with the American 
Veterinary Medical Association, relative to the presence of 
Dr. 8. Sisson as that Association’s official representative, 
it was decided to recommend to the annual general meeting 


that the honorary membership of the N.V.M.A. be con- 
ferred upon him. 

A communication was received from Major Eustace 
Montgomery, announcing the formation of an East African 
Veterinary Association, and requesting information as to 
the procedure requisite to carry out their desire to become 
affiliated to the N.V.M.A. 

The SECRETARY pointed out that the Articles of Associa- 
tion made no provision for the affiliation of Colonial 
Associations, but there was a considerable body of opinion 
in favour of the suggestion, and eventually it was decided 
to recommend to the annual general meeting that the 
following gentlemen be appointed a committee to consider 
the matter:—Dr. Bradley, Sir Layton J. Blenkinsup, 
Messrs. W. Woods, J. B. Buxton, together with the officers 
of the Association. 

The Council considered a précis of copies of correspond- 
ence received from the South African Veterinary Medical 
Association regarding the emoluments of veterinary 
officers serving under the Union of South Africa, and an 
advertisement recently published, offering an appointment 
for a veterinary officer. 

The Association complained that the terms of the adver- 
tisement differentiated between diplomas and degrees, and 
consequently reflected on the British diploma, by debar- 
ring its members from receiving a higher grade of salary, 
although 94 per cent. of veterinary officers serving in the 
Union held this qualification. It was eventually decided 
to recommend that the correspondence should be placed 
before the Colonial Appointments Committee for con- 
sideration, the Secretary to get into sympathetic com- 
munication with the South African Veterinary Association 
in the meanwhile. 

The Council submits the following names of gentlemen 
as office-holders during the ensuing year :— 

President—Mr. H. J. Dawes. 

Vice- Prestdents—Messrs. A. Gofton, P. J. Howard, Sir 
S. Stockman and Mr W. A. Taylor. 

Treasurer—Professor G. H. Wooldridge. 

General Secretary and Editor—Mr. G. H. Livesey. 

Assistant Secretary—Mr. W. Brown. 

The Council, having had presented to them the Annual 
Report, also the Financial Statement and Balance Sheet, 
accepted them for transmission to the Annual General 
Meeting. In the discussion on the Treasurer’s statement 
it was formally moved and seconded and agreed, “ That 
it be referred to the Finance Committee to consider at an 
early date the advisability of abolishing the Affiliation 
Fee. 

The following resolution was considered :— 

“That the National Association of Veterinary In- 
spectors be dissolved, subject to its acceptance by the 
N.V.M.A., as a Veterinary Inspectors’ and Public Health 
Division of the N.V.M.A.” 

This resolution, which was referred back from the 
previous Council meeting, was again spoken to by Mr. 
Trevor Spencer, Hon. Secretary of the N.A.V.I. The 
Association could not, he said, carry on unless the pro- 
posed fusion took place. 

Some controversy arose concerning the status of the 
body which it was proposed to incorporate—as to whether 
it should be a branch, a division, autonomous like the rest, 
or a section. ‘The creation of the latter was regarded by 
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the majority as a step likely to have far-reaching conse- 
quences in many directions. 

The discussion closed with the passing of the following 
proposition :—‘“‘ That the N.V.M.A. undertakes the work 
heretofore carried out by the N.A.V.I., and appoints a 
committee of veterinary inspectors for that purpose, the 
N.A.V.I. agreeing to hand over their funds to meet the 
expenses thereby incurred.” 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 
Special Committee re Sir John Moore’s Resolution. 


The Secretary read the following report of the Special 
Committee appointed to consider Sir J. Moore’s reso- 
lution :— 

A meeting of the Special Committee appointed to con- 
sider the following resolution was held at 10 Red Lion 
Square, W.C.1., on Thursday, July 19th, 1923. 

The resolution was as follows :—‘“* That this Association 
considers there should be set up a Diseases of Animals 
Research Council, or Board, consisting of at least seven 
and not more than ten members of the Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons, with a General Secretary, who will 
be primarily responsible for all research into animal 
diseases, and that, if necessary, other Councils will col- 
laborate with it.” 

There were present :—Major-Gen. Sir Layton J. Blen- 
kinsop (Chairman), Major-Gen. Sir John Moore, Mr. G. P. 
Male and the Acting General Secretary (Mr. G. H. Livesey). 

Mr. J. B. Buxton was co-opted a member of the Com- 
mittee. 

The Committee are unanimously of the opinion that 
steps on the lines detailed in the resolution should be 
taken by the Association in the interests of veterinary 
research. 

They are definitely of the opinion that the existing 
lack of a central co-ordinating body very seriously detracts 
from the efficiency of our professional research work. 
They are supported in their findings by the very excellent 
result which has accrued to the State and to medical 
service by the establishment of the Medical Research 
Council, and they are strongly of opinion that the time 
has arrived when the appointment of a similar body is 
clearly indicated as being necessary to research into 
animal diseases. 

Your Committee have given careful consideration to 
the question of the best means to be recommended of 
constituting such a body. 

The Advisory Committee on Research into Animal 
Diseases, set up by the Development Commission, make 
certain suggestions regarding the formation of a co- 
ordinating body in their report, from which the following 
extracts are made :— 

"I . Your Committee recommend that a Diseases 
of pores Research Committee (or Board) be appointed 
by the Commission for the promotion of the researches in 
view. The function of this Committee could, in these 
circumstances, only be advisory and not executive. We 
recommend, however, that all applications for advances 
from the Development Fund in aid of research into animal 
diseases should be referred to the Committee and that the 
Commission should, by every direct and indirect means 
in their power, allow the fullest weight of responsibility 


to be borne by that body. We think that the following 
conditions should be observed as being necessary or 
highly desirable for its effective work. 

“The Research Committee (or Board) should consist of 
men chosen for their personal qualities as good counsellors 
and for their special knowledge, and not as representing 
any particular institutional or geographical interests. 
In large majority they should consist of men of science 
possessing recognised first-hand experience of the methods 
of scientific work. Special regard should be paid to the 
importance of bringing the work of the Committee into 
the closest relations with the other directions of agricul- 
tural investigations. 

“The Committee should number not less than seven 
nor more than ten members, and must include a member 
with a knowledge of stock-owners’ needs. 

“ Although in technical form the proposed Research 
Committee would only have advisory functions towards 
the Development Commission, it is of great importance 
that the Commission should make such arrangements as 
to emphasise the responsibility laid upon the Research 
Committee and to make it clear that ordinarily the Com- 
mission will support and execute to the fullest extent of 
their powers the decisions of the Research Committee. 
At the outset, and in each successive year, the Research 
Committee should be informed of the amount of money 
that may be available for its purpose, so that it may know 
the resources of which it has to direct the expenditure 
by its advice. 

™ . Reports made by or on behalf of the Research 
Comeniins, if published by the Committee, should be 
produced in some characteristic format, without being 
merged in any other series of productions emanating 
from the Development Commission.” 

Your Committee are of the opinion that an Advisory 
Committee should be set up on the basis proposed by the 
Advisory Committee on Research into Animal Diseases, 
but that “the man of science possessing recognised first- 
hand experience of the methods of scientific work,” 
include veterinarians with practical knowledge of animal 
diseases as they exist in the field and the requirements 
of agriculturists. 

Moreover, any funds which may be available for research 
into animal diseases will, presumably, be held by the 
Development Commission. 

Your Committee therefore recommend that every 
endeavour be made to induce the Development Commission 
to give immediate effect to the recommendations of the 
Advisory Committee on Research into Diseases in Animals 
and that, as a preliminary step, an endeavour be made to 
ascertain what has been done in this direction by the 
Development Commission. 

Your Committee further regard it as a sine qua non that 
the recommendations of the Advisory Committee, more 
particularly as regards the constitution and maintenance 

of individuality of the Research Committee, should be 
taken into account. 

The report was accepted and forwarded to the General 
Meeting. 

Special Fees Committee—The Committee made great 
efforts to conform to the widely-expressed desire of the 


profession that a scale of fees under the Dairies Order 
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should be issued, but the further consideration they gave 
to the matter the less able they felt to draw up such a 
scale. The following resolution was eventually agreed 
upon :— 

“ That this Committee request the Ministry of Health 
to amend the Regulations with regard to the taking of 
temperatures when testing with tuberculin, as the 
present Regulations in England entail such expense on 
the owner who pays the fees that it is feared that it 
will endanger the working of the Milk Orders, and it is 
impossible to recommend a satisfactory scale of fees to 
members of the Veterinary Profession under present 
conditions. The Committee recommends that only 
one pre-inoculation temperature be taken, and that the 
first temperature should be taken at the ninth hour.” 


The Secretary informed the members that the 
Biological Products Committee had not reported. 

The CHarRMAN, in referring to the report of the 
Council, said he would ask the meeting to consider it, 

ibly under the different headings and items. 
he first item was the application from the East 
African Association. Speaking to this, the Chairman 
said he felt sure that the N.V.M.A. was unanimous 
in the desire that they should be in a position to admit 
to membership of their body the members of the pro- 
fession working in other fields than the United 
mn pa and Ireland, and he hoped the members 
would support the suggestion which had been made 
that early steps should be taken to bring that desider- 
atum about. There would be some little alteration 
needed in the Articles of Association to give the 
necessary authority to receive those outside bodies 
into their Association, but he did not anticipate any 
great difficulty in bringing that alteration about. 

Mr. J. Martin thought that the outlook must 
be broad and generous, and he welcomed the sug- 
gestion that the hand of fellowship should be ex- 
tended to the East African Association. 

Major E. Montgomery spoke of the attitude of 
those who served abroad; they felt very strongly 
that they must retain their association with the 
= bodies of the profession in this country. 
n the past they had not had that opportunity of 
training the young to the profession that they would 
like. They had been told that it was not the function 
of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons to look, 
after a particular individual and professional interests 
which were not provided for in their constitution ; and 
it was therefore to the National Association—which 
he took to be the pivot of the Veterinary Profession— 
that they turned for advice and assistance. ‘‘ We 
are a young, growing, virile body, and we want to 
keep on the rails,” he concluded. 

The motion, proposed by Mr. H. G. Bowes. seconded 
by Mr. J. MartIn, that the Association be empowered 
to make such alteration in their Articles of Association 
as to admit Colonial Associations to the fellowship of 
the B.V.M.A. was put to the meeting and carried 
unanimously. 

The Cuarrman : I ask you to consider the further 
suggestion of the Council, that a Committee for that 
purpose be nominated or elected, composed of Dr. 


O. C. Bradley, Sir Layton Blenkinsop, Messrs. Woods 
and Buxton, together with the officers of the Associa- 
tion. 

This suggestion from the chair was agreed to. 


SoutH AFRICAN VETERINARY SERVICE. 


The CHarRMAN said that there had been a very 
serious, long and heavy correspondence in regard to 
the conditions of the South African Veterinary 
service, which the report of the Council had epitomised. 
The South African Government were suggesting that 
the basic or initial salary of Veterinary Inspectors 
should be differentiated between those who held 
degrees and those who held qualifications which had 
been obtained after a four years’ course. There was 
another point which he thought was not amplified 
in the Council’s report, which was that there was some 
suggestion that a Veterinarian might hold a Swiss or 
a German degree of a four years’ course, and by that 
fact would start at the difference between £290 and 
£400 as initial salary. There had been a very great 
weight of correspondence in connection with it, 
together with several applications to the Government 
and different officials. The South African people 
were very anxious that the British Association should 
do something to bring the matter home to the 
Government of South Africa, maintaining that the 
diplomas of the Royal College should be considered 
of equal merit to those holding a degree. Further in- 
formation was needed, and he felt sure that the 
Association would do all in its power to assist the 
South Africans to get a full recognition of the 
Diploma of the Royal College. 

The Secretary remarked that the Council made a 
recommendation that the correspondence should be 
placed before the Colonial Appointments Committee 
for consideration, and that in the meantime he should 
get into sympathetic communication with the South 
African Association. 

On the proposition oi Mr. F. L. Goocn, seconded by 
Sir Layton BLENKINSOP, the acceptance of the 
recommendations of the Council was agreed to. 


ELECTION OF OFFICERS. 


Referring to the recommendation of the Council 
for the election of officers for the ensuing year, the 
Chairman said: I understand that the recommend- 
ations will not be taken en bloc, and it will be my 
privilege, as President, to name a gentleman in whom 
we have every confidence, a gentleman who has done 
a great work for this Association, and for the profession 
as a practitioner-examiner of the Royal College, and 
who has been the mainstay of the Midland Association. 
I feel sure that in honouring Mr. Dawes the Associa- 
tion will be honouring itself, and that he will be the 
means of bringing about a further interest and further 
success to the Association to which I hope you will 
very nnanimously elect him. (Applause.) I take 
it for granted that you wish him to be elected ? 
(Renewed applause.) 

Mr. Dawes: Mr. President and Gentlemen: I 
deeply appreciate the very great honour you have 


conferred upon me. I am fully sensible of the 
obligations that the office carries, but I feel sure that 
I shall have the support, as I have had this morning — 
the unanimous support of the members—in the carry- 
ing out of the work during the ensuing year. I have 
many friends in this Association, men whom I have 
known for many years, and men who I think will 
rally round me and do all they can to give me a 
prosperous time. I have had 31 years’ experience 
as an officer of a Veterinary Association, and I feel 
sure that the knowledge I have gained will help me 
to carry on the work of this Association. I will not 
say anything further, except to thank you from the 
bottom of my heart for the very great honour you 
have done me. 

Mr. W. H. Brooke, the Treasurer of the Midland 
Association, who had been associated with Mr. Dawes 
for thirty years, spoke in high appreciation of Mr. 
Dawes’ services to the Midland Counties, and said 
that his wisdom and abilities would be of inestimable 
advantage in completing the cohesion of the National 


Association. 


ELECTION OF VICE-PRESIDENTS. 


Sir 8S. Stockman, Mr. W. A. Taylor and Mr. A. 
Gofton were retained as Vice-Presidents. — 

On the proposition of Mr. Dawes, seconded by Mr. 
TREVOR Spencer, Mr. P. J. Howard’s election as the 
fourth Vice-President was carried by the meeting. 


ELECTION OF TREASURER. 


The CHatrMAN: The next position is that of the 
Treasurer. He, too, is a valuable officer, and I 
know that he will say that he wants to be relieved 
of his duties, and I know you will say that he has 
become such an expert that the Association could not 
think possibly of any other Treasurer while he is 
capable of acting. The recommendation of the 
Council is that Professor Wooldridge be re-elected. 

Professor G. H. WootpripGe: Mr. President and 
Gentlemen,—It is with great reluctance that I agree 
to accept the office for another year (laughter), but 
that is mixed with a certain amount of pleasure and 
anticipation, because I should like before I leave the 
office of Treasurer to see it established on a very 
sound financial basis, and I think it is well that we 
should have possession of ample funds. I had hoped 
that at the end of the present financial year there 
would have been sufficient so that I might have 
retired from the office then. I voiced that objection 
at the Council Meeting, and was over-ruled, and I shall 
be quite pleased under those circumstances to continue 
for another year. I have kept the office for fourteen 
years, and I hope at the end of another twelve months 
you will remember my share in that particular respect 
and allow me to resign the office. 


APPOINTMENT OF GENERAL SECRETARY. 


The CuatRMAN: I think this Association has been 
singularly fortunate in being able to have the honour 
and the pleasure and privilege of Mr. Livesey’s services 
since Mr. Buxton had of necessity to retire from it in 
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the early part of this year. Mr. Livesey has done 
yeoman service ; his enthusiasm is great ; his applica- 
tion is also great, and his amiability possibly is greater 
than them all. (Laughter.) I feel sure in his hands 
and with his help the National Association will go 
very much further forward in the future, and I have 
no hesitation in asking you to give him a particularly 
cordial election. (Applause.) “‘ Agreed.” 

Mr. G. H. Livesey: Mr. President and Gentlemen,— 
Thank you very much for so kindly receiving my 
nomination as Secretary. I shall be very glad indeed 
to do the very best [ can for the Association, and hope 
I shall continue to have the support from all the 
members, and [I shall do my best when time and 
opportunity allows to visit the branches and the 
divisions, as I think that helps to link up the various 
members of the divisions with the central office. 
I thank Mr. Sumner very much for his kind words : 
he has a particularly charming way of saying pretty 
things. Before I sit down I should like just to make 
one appeal to members. I do my best to try and 
get the Record interesting with a certain amount of 
material, and I have been told that members like to 
read the little notes and news which we try to scrape 
together ; but would impress upon you that I, sitting 
inside the four walls of the small office in Buckingham 
Palace Road, have not the means of getting those 
notes and news unless I receive them from outside. 
I might invent a few things for a week or two, but am 
afraid my imagination would soon run dry. We 
want those notes to be of personal interest, and the 
only way to get the personal information is by mem- 
bers throughout the country getting hold of odds and 
ends of news of local interest and sending them to the 
Record. You might think they are only of local 
interest. It is not so; you would be astonished the 
amount of interest that is taken by the general body 
of readers; the interest that the man in the North 
takes in the doings of the man in the South, and 
vice versa. 

Assistant Secretary.—-Mr. G. H. Livesey: As 
I said to the Council, I should like to urge upon you 
the appointment of my assistant, Mr. W. Brown, 
who was appointed Assistant Secretary early this year. 
Mr. Brown has done goed service for our pro- 
fession and for the Record. I can assure you that 
he is a hard-working, enthusiastic journalist. You 
have to than’: Mr. Brown for your Record, and for 
keeping the Association in touch with what is occurring 
all over the country. He does practically all the 
work of the Record, although I am there to super- 
intend. I cannot speak too highly of Mr. Brown’s 
services. “ Agreed.” 

Mr. G. P. MALE rose at this point to make an inter- 
esting and most acceptable suggestion to the meeting. 
He was sure that all the members present would like 
to signalise their appreciation of the President’s year 
of office by some special mark of distinction. As 
an Association, they could not do very much in that 
way, but he thought it would be the unanimous wish 
of the members that they should appoint him a life 
Vice-President. (Applause.) They all knew the 
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magnificent work that the President had done during 
the year; he had travelled all over the country, 
giving a tremendous amount of time and thought to 
the Association’s affairs. He was sure they would 
all wish to second his proposition, and he asked the 
members to signify their approval in the usual way. 
(Applause and cries of “ agreed.”’) 

The CnatrMan: I cannot adequately thank you for 
the kind words that you have said and the honour 
you have done me, but I can assure you that it will 
ever remain a matter of extreme gratification that 
my conduct in the chair, and what little activity I 
have been able to put into it, has met with your very 
kind approval and your magnificent recognition. I 
thank you, gentlemen. 


MEMBERS OF COUNCIL. 


In asking the Secretary to read out a list of the 
members of Council, the Chairman said that they were 
now a Limited Liability Company, and it was only 
right that members should know at the general meet- 
ing who the Directors of the Company were. The 
Council,with its officers, formed the Board of Directors. 

The Secretary then read out the names of the 
members of Council. (The list will be found on 
advertisement page iv. of this issue.) 


PLACE OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING FoR 1924. 


Mr. W. Woops said there seemed to be a general 
wish that the Association should go more north than 
Edinburgh, and they had received, informally, a very 
hearty invitation to hold the next meeting at Aberdeen. 
It was a very handsome city, with a fine University, 
and would provide all the accommodation required. 
He therefore proposed that the Association should 
accept Aberdeen’s invitation for next year’s annual 
general meeting. 

This was seconded by Mr. J. W. McIntosu. 

Mr. Dawes, the newly-elected President, said that 
as President of the Association he should be quite 
willing to go anywhere, and he hoped that if it was 
unanimously agreed to go to Aberdeen, that those 
members who voted for it would themselves turn up 
next year. It was a long way to go, but after the 
eulogies of Mr. Woods as to its attractions, he thought 
there could be no doubt as to its attractiveness. 

Mr. W. Brown (Banchory) thanked Mr. Woods for 
his appreciative words about Aberdeen, and assured 
the members that they would regard it as a great 
honour to have the annual meeting there. The 
members would be assured of a very hearty reception. 
The amenities of the city constituted it a most suitable 
place for the ladies. In conclusion, Mr. Brown said : 
You have our beautiful University to meet in—and 
it will cost you nothing. (Laughter.) 

Mr. Brae said that they in Scotland were very glad 
that the members should come north. He had the 
idea that probably the next meeting would be held 
in Glasgow ; but if they were going as far as Aberdeen, 
he hoped the English members would be willing to 
travel thus far, as it depended on their numbers to 
make an adequate representation at the annual 
meeting. 


The motion to hold the next annual general meeting 
at Aberdeen was then put to the meeting and carried, 
although a number of the members refrained from 
voting, which brought a reminder from the Chairman 
that the place of meeting, once agreed upon, could 
not be altered at any other than a general meeting. 

Mr. F. L. Goocu asked whether it would be possible 
to fix the date of the general meeting, to which the 
Secretary replied that they could only agree upon the 
month, it being necessary to fix a time which would 
fit in with local as well as national arrangements. 

The Secretary then presented the Annual Report. 


ANNUAL REporRT, 1922-1923. 


The Fortieth Annual General Meeting of the 
Association was held at the Guildhall, Bath, on August 
2nd, 3rd and 4th, 1922, under the Presidency of Dr. O. 
Charnock Bradley. The proceedings were published 
in the official journal and issued to all members. 

Mr. Henry Sumner was elected President for the 
year 1922-23, and the following officers were appointed. 

Vice- Presidents.—Sir Stewart Stockman, Messrs. 
W. A. Taylor, A. Watson, A. Gofton. 

Treasurer—Professor G. H. Wooldridge. 

General Secretary and Editor—Mr. J. B. Buxton. 

Assistant Secretary—Mr. H. R. Allen. 

Auditors—Professor Macqueen and Mr. Douglas 
Wykes, of Messrs. Fairbairn, Wingfield and Wykes. 


CoUNCIL. 


During the year under review there have been four 
ordinary and one special meeting of the Council. 
The following resolutions have been considered and 
dealt with, namely :— 

From Mr. H. P. Hogben, with regard to the forma- 
tion of a Veterinary Inspectors’ Section of the N.V.M. A 


This was referred to the Editorial Committee, but that 
Committee felt itself incompetent to deal effectively 
with so large a subject. The matter will come before 
the General Meeting of members at York ona motion by 
Mr. Spencer, Secretary of the National Association of 
Veterinary Inspectors (vide infra). 


From the W. of Scotland Division : 


Ist. “That the Bill before Parliament in Lord 
Lambourne’s name seeking power further to restrict 
the export trade in work horses to the continent be 
opposed as unnecessary and unjust, owing to the 
present high standards prevailing and the efficient 
manner in which the trade is conducted.” 

2nd. ‘ That from the ‘ Exportation and Transit of 
Horses, Asses and Mules Order of 1921” the words 
‘and also be capable of being worked without suffering’ 
be deleted, and that two classes of animals for export 
be established—(a) fit for work ; (6) fit to ship without 
cruelty. Such animals to be branded and used for 
food within a stated period of arrival on the continent.” 


It was decided that no action be taken. 
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From the Royal Counties Division : 


“That the Royal Counties Division request the 
National Veterinary Medical Association to appoint 
a Committee at once to consider the charges to be 
made for inspecting cows under the Milk and Dairies 
Bill (1922), so that there may be some uniformity 
in the fees.” 


The Council requested each Division to appoint 
a delegate to serve on this Committee. 

The report of this Committee will be seen below 
under “* Special Fees Committee.” 


From the North of England Division : 


“ This meeting is of the opinion that the use of Tuber" 
culin is abused to the detriment of the Dairy Industry, 
and asks that its sale be controlled so that it be 
supplied only to members of the Medical and Veter- 
inary Professions by authorised laboratories.” 


This subject was already under consideration by the 
Committee on Biological Products, but the resolution 
received the whole-hearted support of the Associations, 
and copies of the resolution were sent to every County 
Council, the Ministry of Health and Ministry of 
Agriculture, and to the Secretaries of all our Divisions. 
The only question as to its accuracy and request for 
further information came from the Borough of 


Holborn. 


From the Scottish Metropolitan Division : 


“That the Scottish Metropolitan Division having 
discussed the one portal of entry to the veterinary 
profession, and having regard to recent attacks made 
on the system, desires to record its considered opinion 
that a uniform minimum standard of instruction and 
efficiency cannot be secured by any modification of 
the one portal system, and that the multiplication of 
diploma-granting bodies licensing to practise would 
be contrary to the public interest.” 


The Council unanimously adopted this resolution, 
and a copy was sent to the Council of the Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons. 


From the Central Division and presented by Sir John 

Moore : 
“That this Association considers there should be set 
up a Diseases of Animals Research Council, or Board, 
consisting of at least seven and not more than ten 
members of the Royai College of Veterinary Surgeons, 
with a General Secretary, who will be primarily 
responsible for all research into animal diseases, and 
that, if necessary, other Councils will collaborate 
with it.” 


This was referred back to the Centra] Division for 
further information, on receipt of which it received 
further consideration by the Council who appointed 
a Special Committee of nine to report upon it. The 
report of this committee will be considered by the 
Council at York. 


From the Royal Counties Dwision : 
“That the Royal Counties Division of the N.V.M.A. 
desire to call the attention of the Council to the diseases 
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enumerated in the form of Certificate (Form D) 
printed in Circular 356 issued by the Ministry of 
Health in connection with the Milk and Dairies 
Amendment Act, 1922.” 


This was referred to the Special Fees Committee, 
whose report will be found below. 


From the Mid-West and South Wales Division : 


“That the members of the Mid-West and South Wales 
Division wish to bring before the N.V.M.A. the fact 
that tuberculin can now be obtained by anyone, and 
desire the National to take such steps as it may deem 
necessary to endeavour in future that Tuberculin for 
the Testing of Animals be supplied to qualified Veter- 
inary Surgeons only, in the interest of both stock- 
owners and the State.” 


It was decided that this resolution was covered by 
the findings of the Special Committee on Biological 
Products, a report of which is below. 


From the Royal Counties Division : 


“ That this Division of the N.V.M.A. would be sities 
to employ a reporter to report its meetings supplied 
by the N.V.M.A., provided the expense would not 
exceed two guineas and railway fares per meeting.” 


This has already received consideration, and will 
come before the Council at York, when it is hoped that 
replies from several Divisions will have been received 
and other information obtained. 


From The National Association of Veterinary 
Inspectors : 
“That the National Association of Veterinary In- 
spectors be dissolved, subject to its acceptance by the 
National Veterinary Medical Association, as a Veter- 
inary Inspectors’ and Public Health Division of the 
N.V.M.A.” 


This resolution was considered, but it was felt that 
its acceptance would probably invelve the formation 
of Sections within the Association. The N.A.V.I. 
were requested to formulate some definite scheme 
which might be suitable, and the whole subject 
comes before the Council and the General Meeting of 
members for discussion at York. [ Vide agenda of 
General Meeting. 
Major F. Hobday presented the following motion :— 


“That if one member of a firm pays the full fee of 
membership of the N.V.M.A. (£2 2s.), the other partner 
(or partners), assistant (or assistants), shall have the 
privilege of full membership of the N.V.M.A. on pay- 
ment of £1 1s., annually, provided they do not require 
a copy of the Veterinary Record. To this was added 
a suggestion of lower fees for membership to students.”’ 


The Council decided that no alteration in regard to 
fees of members be recommended at present. 
The following resolution was proposed by Mr. 
Stableforth and adopted :— 
“ That the Council of the National Veterinary Medical 
Association of Great Britain and Ireland, Ltd., consider 
that it would be a most dangerous practice for the 
inspection of animals suffering from a disease so 
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insidious as Tuberculosis, which is so frequently met 
with in the udders of milking cows, to be placed in 
the hands of laymen. The veterinary surgeon, by bis 
training, is the only person qualified to give an 
opinion.” 

The Council ordered that copies be sent to the Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons, to the Ministry of 
Health and to the Farmers’ Union, and their attention 
be called to the fact that the. County Medical Officer 
of Devonshire (Dr. Adkins), when speaking on the 
Milk and Dairies Act Amendment Act had suggested 
that a Sanitary Inspector should, three or four times a 
vear, inspect all cattle producing milk. 


COMMITTEES. 


The Finance Committee has held four ordinary 
meetings at which the general business of the Associa- 
tion has been conducted and controlled. 

The Balance Sheet and Auditors’ Report have been 
considered and adopted and forwarded to the Council. 
The Balance Sheet is published herewith. 

Mr. G. P. Male was appointed to represent the 
Association to meet representatives of the following 
trades :—National Federation of Hide Markets, 
National Federation of Meat Traders, R.S.P.C.A., 
Federation of British Industries, Royal Agricultural 
Society, British Medical Association, and National Fed- 
eration of Dairymen’s Associations in conference to 
discuss the advisability of applying for legislation for 
combating warble infection. 

Affiliation with the National Horse Society was 
decided upon and the subscription of £2 2s. Od. paid. 

The following resolution was adopted :— 

“That the author of any paper published in The 
Record shall be allowed 15 free copies of his paper ; 
any further copies must be paid for.” 

The resignation of the position of Chairman by 
Mr. H. J. Dawes was accepted with great regret, and 
Mr. J. W. McIntosh was unanimously elected chair- 
man in his stead. 

A Special Finance Committee was appointed by the 
Council to enquire into the working of the office and 
the appointment of staff. The information derived 
by this committee was of much help in promoting 
further efficiency in the transaction of business in the 
office and improvement in the system of accountancy. 

Salaries Committee. There have been no meetings’ 
of this Committee during the year. 

The Editorial Committee has met every week. 
Owing to resignations and fresh appointments it 
has varied in composition. It now consists of the 
Editor (G. H. Livesey), Messrs. J. B. Buxton, J. 
Willett, and Major P. J. Simpson, with occasional 
assistance from several other members of the Associa- 
tion. Mr. Willett has scarcely missed a meeting, and 
has been most assiduous in examining all papers 
received for publication. 

The Committee wish to express their appreciation 
and approval of the work of the Sub-Editor, Mr. W. 
Brown, M.R.C.V.8. 

The Committee on Distribution of Biological Pro- 
ducts has held several meetings, and in view of the 
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Government introducing in the near future a_ Bill 
proposing to deal with biological products for human 
use, proposed the following resolution, which was 
subsequently approved by the Council, namely :— 


‘** That the Association communicate with the Ministry 
of Health with the intent to effect the inclusion of the 
production, standardisation and _ distribution of 
biological products for veterinary use in the Bill which 
is, it is understood, at present being drafted to deal 
with these products for human use, this being essential 
in the public interest, and further, that the Association 
is of opinion that the value of the Tuberculin Test— 
as required by the Milk and Dairies Act Amendment 
Act, 1922—must be minimised if the standardisation 
and distribution of tuberculin is not placed under 
rigorous control.” 


This resolution was sent to the Ministry of Health, 
and the attention of the Ministry was called to previous 
communications from the Association on the standard- 
isation and distribution of tuberculin. 

The report of the Committee is in preparation, but 
in view of the large amount of evidence which has 
been taken, it has not yet been presented. It is 
hoped to present it to the meeting at York. 

Standing Committee on Colonial Appointments. 
The specia! committee appointed to consider the form- 
ation of a Standing Committee reported to the Council 
on October 6th last year. As a result the following 
Standing Committee has been set up to deal with all 
questions arising with regard to Colonial Appoint- 
ments, with Sir Layton J. Blenkinsop as chairman :— 
Professor Gaiger (India), Col. Watkins Pitchford 
(Africa, 8.), Sir John Moore (Africa, E. and W.), 
Major Simpson (Fed. Malay States), Dr. Bradley (New 
Zealand, 8. America and West Indies), Major Leaning 
(Irak), Sir Layton J. Blenkinsop (Palestine, Egypt 
and other Colonial appointments). 

Many enquiries and other matters have been sub- 
mitted to these gentlemen, and information has been 
made available for members, and much help given to 
individuals. 

Special Fees Committee (Milk and Dairies Orders). 
This Committee was appointed on January 5th, 1923, 
to consider and draw up a scale of fees which might 
be charged by veterinary surgeons under the Milk 
and Dairies Act Amendment Act, 1922, and consists 
of one representative from each division. 

4 scale of fees was drawn up, but owing to continuous 
changes in the Regulations ‘under the Act in regard 
to the testing of herds, and especially as it appears to 
the Committee that the owner (producer) will have 
to pay the whole cost, the Committee decided that 
it is undesirable at the present time to submit a 
scale of fees for submission to the Council. 

The Committee has not been dissolved, as it has other 
matters under consideration and has made certain 
recommendations. 


GENERAL. 


The Association has suffered a very great loss in the 
death of Mr. Frank W. Garnett, of Windermere. His 
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interest in the Association was very sincere and his 
help very generous. 

On January 5th the General Secretary, Mr. James 
Basil Buxton, tendered his immediate resignation of 
the post on his appointment to the Scientific Staff of 
the Medical Research Council. The resignation was 
accepted with the very greatest regret, and Mr. Buxton 
was congratulated on his new and important appoint- 
ment. In view of the great and distinguished 
services to the Association and to the veterinary 
profession, it was decided that a subscription be 
opened to the whole profession, in order that some 
recognition might be made to Mr. Buxton at the 
General Meeting at York. Very many letters 
enclosing subscriptions have been received expressing 
great admiration and gratitude for Mr. Buxton’s work. 

On February 12th Mr. Geoffrey H. Livesey was 
appointed Acting General Secretary and Editor of the 
Veterinary Record until the annual meeting. 

Mr. W. Brown has been appointed Assistant 
Secretary and Sub- Editor. 

The Association appointed a small committee to 
work in conjunction with the Field Distemper 
Research Fund, but up to the present no meeting 
has been called. 

The Association was represented at the Annual 
Conference of the National Association for the 
Prevention of Tuberculosis by the Acting General 
Secretary. 


Major Hobday has represented the Association on 
the Council of the Federation of Medical and Allied 
Services, to which this Association is affiliated. 

Membership. During the year the membership of 
the Association has increased from 1,362 to 1,434. 
The circulation of the Veterinary Record this time last 
year was 1,700; at the end of June this year it was 
1,813, but this figure is now reduced owing to some 
members not receiving the paper as a result of not 
having paid their subscriptions for 1922. The num- 
ber discontinued on this account on July 21st was 198. 

Subscriptions. The Council has decided that 
members who had not paid their subscriptions to the 
Association for 1922 by June 30th, 1923, should cease 
to receive the publications of the Association as from 
that date. These members have not therefore 
received the Veterinary Record since June 30th, and 
also have not received copies of the papers to be 
presented at the annual meeting. 

The Council has further decided that circulars shall 
be sent on September Ist next to members who have 
not paid their subscriptions for 1923, notifying them 
that the issue to them of the Veterinary Record will 
cease on September 30th unless their subscriptions 
are received on or before that date. In the meanwhile 
the Record is being sent to these members in a coloured 
wrapper, to remind them that their subscription is 
overdue. It was felt that some such drastic step 
must be taken with members in arrears, since the 
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1921 LIABILITIES. 
Capital :— 
The Company has not a Share 
Capital, the liability of members 
being limited by guarantee. 
£ os. d. 
826 14 4 Sundry Creditors ... .- HO 6 4 
2 14 2 No. 2 Bank A/e overdrawn 
0 Petty Cash A/c 
32. 0 6 ~ Subscriptions paid in advance 46 4 0 


861 12 11 


1921 ASSETS. 
£ s. d. ead 8 ad 
97 19 10 Cash at Bank No.1 A/c 370 17 0 
te 
-- Cash in hand, 
Advertisement A/e 28 1 3 
16 6 O General... 
—————- 565 4 1 
Petty Cash in hand 
15 3 6 Petty Cash at Bank 
150 0 O Deposit Account 150 0 
—_ Subscriptions owing 250 0 0 
447 16 5 Sundry Debtors 
for Advertisements 70 0 0 
Goodwill and Copyrights in the 
500 0 0 Veterinary Record at cost ... 500 0 0 


Reserve for Outstanding 
Subscriptions 200 0 0 
Reserve Account :— £ 
512 10 2 Balance at  3ist 
Dec., 1921 .-. 365 12 10 
Add — Excess of 
Income over Ex- 
penditure for the 
year ... 423 1 11 
146 17 788 14 9 
365 12 10 
1227 5 9 £15385 5 1 


1227 5 9 £1535 5 1 


HENRY SUMNER, President. 
GEO. H. WOOLDRIDGE, Treasurer. 
GEOFFREY H. LIVESEY, Acting General Secretary. 


We have audited the Accounts of your Association at 31st December, 1922, and have obtained all the information 
and explanations we have required. In our opinion the above Balance Sheet is properly drawn up-so as to exhibit 
a true and correct view of the state of the Association’s affairs according to the best of our information and the 
explanations given to us and as shown by the books of the Association. 


24th July, 1923. 


FAIRBAIRN, WINGFIELD & Wykes, Chartered Accountants, Auditors. 
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Association could not continue to give these benefits 
of membership without receiving payment. It is 
hoped that members will not need such measures 
being adopted in future and that all subscriptions will 
be paid immediately they become due on the Ist 
January in each year. This will save a great deal 
of clerical work and expense to the Association. 


BALANCE SHEET. 


The Balance Sheet of the Association for 1922, as 
certified by the Auditors, is published herewith. 
July, 1923. G. H. Livesey, 

Acting General Secretary. 


The report having been printed and circulated, 
it was agreed that it be taken as read and adopted. 

FINANCIAL STATEMENT AND BALANCE SHEET.—On 
the proposition of Mr. F. L. Goocu, seconded by Mr. 
H. Brae, it was agreed that the Balance Sheet be 
received and adopted. 

The CHAIRMAN, in commenting upon the absence 
of any kind of criticism of the financial statement, 
said it was the most flattering reception of an official 
statement of the Association which had ever been 
submitted to a general meeting. ‘I congratulate 
the meeting upon its good judgment,” he said, amidst 
laughter. 

APPOINTMENT OF AupIToRS.—The election of the 
Auditors, Messrs. Fairbairn, Wingfield and Wykes, 
was proposed by Mr. Dawes and carried. 


Civic WELCOME. 

Owing to the absence in America of Alderman 
J. B. Inglis, J.P. (the Lord Mayor of York), the Civic 
Welcome to the City was extended to the Association 
by Alderman W. H. Birch, J.P. (Deputy Lord Mayor). 
The Chairman introduced the Deputy Lord Mayor 
to the delegates. 

Alderman W. H. Brrcu :, Mr. President, Ladies and 

Gentlemen, I want first of all to apologise for the 
absence of the Lord Mayor. I think since he arranged 
to be at this meeting he has decided to go to America, 
and I am sure you will forgive him taking the oppor- 
tunity of having a holiday during his year of office. 
I want to offer on his behalf, and on behalf of our city, 
a very hearty welcome to your Congress here to-day. 
We are always pleased to receive visitors in our midst, 
and we are particularly pleased to receive those who 
are interested in what one might term the humanities 
of life, and which certainly the profession to which 
you belong is attached, and which can be called a 
profession that is instrumental in prolonging life 
and ameliorating suffering. Of course, I know it is 
 seonegesr J associated with what we might term the 
ower animals, and yet I am one of those who believe 
that even the lower animals have a claim to our 
interests and tofour research ; and in the work that 
you are doing Ifam convinced that you are fulfilling 
a real public duty, although it is, of course, a profes- 
sional duty as well. 

We can offer to you the hospitality of an old city 
which we think is second to none in the world. We 
take great pride in our old city. We have records 


taking us back to the dim and distant ages, and we 
have records amongst us permanently which show 
the very beautiful city it has been in the past, and we 
have at least a connection with the past in some of 
the objects we can show you at the present time. 
This building in which you are at present engaged is 
quite a new addition to an old building on this site, 
and the associations of this site are such that will 
take*our minds back into the early history of our 
country. We -have round about us all sorts of 
antiquities, and we have the city situated beautifully 
on a very fine river. I hope you will take every 
possible advantage of the situation of the city and of 
its immediate surroundings, and I trust that your 
deliberations will be such that you will remember 
York and the very fine weather we have arranged for 
you. (Laughter.) Because of its antiquities and natural 
beauties, and because of the good you can get by 
mingling together in our old city, I hope you will 
have a very happy and a very pleasant time. 
(Applause.) 

The CuarrMAN said he was voicing the unanimous 
wish of their Association in thanking the Lord Mayor 
for his very generous words of welcome. We appre- 
ciate very distinctly, he said, your reference to the 
work of our profession in relation to the matter of 
public health. We maintain that if we did nothing 
else except to relieve and prevent the diseases of the 
dumb creation, we should be doing a very serious and 
a very prasiseworthy work; but we claim that we 
are doing more, and we have every reason to expect 
in the future that we shall still do more to help forward 
all that pertains to the health of man. We are 
particularly pleased to have met in this ancient city, 
in the county of broad acres; and from what I could 
see last night, my Lord Mayor, many members of 
this Association have enjoyed their initial evening 
in your proud old city, and I feel sure that when we 
come to the end of our stay we shall go back gratefully 
remembering your kind words, and more gratefully 
the beautiful city in which it has been our good 
fortune to meet. May I in the name of the Association 
thank you very heartily for your kind words of 
welcome and appreciation. 

The Deputy Lorp Mayor: I do not propose to 
stay longer with you, but I hope to see you to-night 
at your annual dinner. In the meantime you will 
be discussing all sorts of unpronounceable subjects 
in connection with your profession, and I hope you 
will have a good time. 

The ordinary business of the meeting was then 
resumed. 

RESOLUTIONS. 


From the National Association of Veterinary 
Inspectors : The Secretary read out to the meeting 
the recommendation and resolution of the Council for 
submission to the Annual Meeting, and, on the pro- 
position of Mr. TREvor SPENCER, the recommendation 
and resolution were adopted. 4 

The CHarrMAN recalled the fact that the Annual 
Meeting had passed the recommendation of the 
Council that the National Association of Veterinary 
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Inspectors should be dissolved, but that they should 
be incorporated as part and parcel of the N.V.M.A. 
It had been suggested that it should be a section, 
with its own chairman and secretary. He asked the 
meeting for an expression of opinion, and also the 
necessary instructions to the Committee to carry 
out the arrangements. ’ 

Professor WooLDRIDGE thought it would be advisable 
for the details of further arrangements to be left 
in the hands of the Council, with power to act, and 
he, therefore, formally moved a proposition to that 
effect, which was seconded and carried. 

From the Central Division: The Secretary read 
the report of the Committee appointed to report 
upon Sir J. Wood’s resolution on research into animal 
diseases which had been accepted by the Council 
and forwarded to the General Meeting. 

Major Axsson said that as he read the resolution 
it was that seven and not more than ten members 
were to be members of the Royal College. He 
emphasised the need for a stock-owner to be a member 
of the body, as he considered that such a man would 
be a decided acquisition. 

Mr. G. P. MALE, speaking as one of the Committee 
which had had the matter under consideration, said 
they thought their ends would be best met by following 
the lines of the Advisory Committee set up by the 
Government to enquire into veterinary research, 
and by also taking care that veterinary surgeons 
should be included, together with those having a 
knowledge of work in the field. 

The resolution was then formally adopted. 

Motion sy Mr. J. W. Mclnrosn: 

“In view of the insecure and gravely unsatis- 
factory position of the veterinary surgeon with 
regard to State service, not only at home, but in 
our Colonies, it is of urgent importance that a 
public inquiry be instituted for the purposes of 
investigating the whole matter, and of establishing 
better conditions of service and greater co-operation 
between the State and Practitioner.” 

Speaking to the motion, Mr. McINnrosu said that 
most of them would be aware that he had tabled that 
resolution at the Council Chamber at Red Lion Square. 
It was thought by some members of that body that 
it was not a subject in which they could move pri- 
marily at any rate. As to whether that view was 
correct it was not for them to discuss this morning, 
but he thought it would be obvious to everyone 
how anomalous and unsatisfactory was the position 
of the veterinary surgeon with regard to State 
employment in respect of emoluments and_ service. 
With regard to the emoluments allowed to men 
appointed under the Ministry of Agriculture, it was 
said by Sir Robert Saunders, Minister of Agriculture, 
that the mainstay of agriculture was its live stock, 
and that the veterinary surgeon was primarily respon- 
sible for the maintenance of health and the promotion 
of the industry. How did that compare with the 
emoluments which they were offering officials in their 
permanent’service ? £200'and bonus was offered for a 
fully-qualified veterinary surgeon to devote the whole 
of his time to the work—considerably less than is paid 
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to their typists. He thought it was a disgrace to a 
department with which they were so closely allied, 
and which owed so much to the services of the 
profession. 

His second point was with regard to the general 
practitioner. The tendency to-day, which was much 
more serious than before the war, was to push the 
local man aside in a very large number of cases, and 
to direct investigation to a central institution. He 
considereed that was a very dangerous policy. They 
all welcomed research work, and they welcomed 
enquiry by central institutions, and would be very 
pleased to co-operate with them; but they must 
not take away from the responsibility of the local 
man, otherwise an injury was done to the profession, 
and to the national interests as well. The local man 
must be closely identified with the investigation, of 
disease of animals. He refused to believe that the 
local men were not competent, as had been sometimes 
said. He considered that the more responsibility 
was placed on a man the better the man. The whole 
matter should be investigated by a public inquiry. 

The same thing applied with regard to their Colonial 
confréres. It was obvious from the correspondence 
that the condition of service in the Colonies was very 
unsatisfactory, both with regard to emoluments and 
status. 

He hoped they would receive the motion, and send 
in no uncertain voice a united request that this inquiry 
should be instituted. It was difficult to know how 
to proceed. He suggested that the Colonial Appoint- 
ments Committee, who had done such excellent work 
in connection with the Indian%Civil Service, should 
extend their energies and sift the evidence, and submit 
it to a tribunal—not, however, a Royal Commission. 
If they had a public inquiry he thought that some 
good might result. 

The CHatrMan felt quite sure that the matter 
was worthy of consideration, and a matter which 
demanded their consideration, and he thought they 
would be unanimously of opinion that some effort 
should be made in order to improve the conditions 
which now existed, and which to any fair-minded man 
were very unsatisfactory. So far as the Association 
was concerned, however, he thought it would be 
well if Mr. McIntosh would give the meeting his ideas 
as to what the public inquiry would be. The Colonial 
Committee might have a further reference and might 
be refreshed with further members holding particular 
views. He personally saw no difficulty in altering 
the type and constitution of the Committee and 
increasing its terms of reference, and getting a recom- 
mendation from that Committee which Mr. McIntosh 
and others might use to relieve some of those un- 
desirable conditions of appointment. 

Mr. McIntosH said he thought the inquiry ought 
to be conducted, or certainly initiated, by their 
Association. It would, of course, take some time 
to collect the necessary amount of evidence, which 
would have to be carefully considered and _ sifted 
and the fundamental facts tabled at a future meeting. 
They could then have a public inquiry, the Association 
still acting as the main body, and ask for represen- 
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tatives from the Colonial Office, from the Ministry 
of Agriculture, or any other department which was 
interested in stock, and from various Breeding and 
Agricultural Societies, which were concerned with 
veterinary work. The position at the moment was 
one that required an investigation of the kind referred 
to. They wanted to do things in a constitutional 
way, but they did not want to have to plead with the 
Ministry of Agriculture. 

The CHarrMAN said that Mr. McIntosh had cleared 
the ground. He understood that, providing the 
Committee had material which would justify it 
acting further through the Association, that that 
Committee or the Association would be the body to 
institute and invite a public inquiry, so that it was 
not altogether as nebulous as might appear. 

The CHatRMAN then put Mr. McIntosh’s motion 
to the meeting, which was carried. 

The CHarrMAN stated that he would ask the meeting 
to form a Committee and give it the power of widening 
its terms of reference. 

Sir Layton J. BLENKINSOP said that, if he had 
understood Mr. McIntosh aright, there had been some 
question regarding the ability of the general prac- 
titioner to do State work. He hastened to say that, 
having had the large majority of the veterinary 
profession under him in the war, and having had to 
get work out of those men, he could say definitely that 
whoever doubted their ability to carry out profes- 
sional work in the field was under a grave misappre- 
hension. ‘* You have only to look back,” he continued, 
“on the records of this profession in the great war to 
appreciate what the general practitioner of England 
did for the State, and how he supported his profession 
throughout the whole of that trying period.” He 
spoke with knowledge not only of the last great war, 
but with knowledge of the South African war, when 
practically the shales profession first came 
forward in the minds of military experts as a very 
important branch of military science. In the last 
great war their records regarding contagious disease 
were such that other countries were envious of what 
they had done, and he considered that that alone 
refuted any statement or any disparagement which 
had been placed by anyone on the general practitioner 
in this country. 

With regard to the constitution of the Committee, 
it was decided after some little discussion to appoint 
Mr. J. W. McIntosh, Mr. P. J. Howard, and Mr. 
W. D. Rees as an addition to the Colonial Appoint- 
ments Committee. 


PRESIDENT’S ADDRESS. 


Mr. H. SuMNeR said: As President of the Associa- 
tion for this year, it is my pleasing opportunity to thank 
you very heartily indeed for all the support and 
encouragement you have given me in whatever I 
have been able to execute with the idea of bringing 
more fully before the profession the claims of this 
Association. I feel sure that others who will follow 
in the wake will feel when they study the matter 
pretty closely that, although public opinion is neces- 
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sary to be aroused as to the dignity and the necessity 
of our complete and good service, there is another 
factor that will be recognised, and that is, that it is 
necessary that we shall try by propaganda and other 
means to bring the claims of this Association before 
the members of our own profession. It is most 
regrettable that many men are standing in the offing 
watching what we are doing, but they <o not put 
their shoulder to the wheel. I hope that in the near 
future the National Veterinary Association will 
not only justify its position, but will justify it so 
amply, so magnificently, that it will not be a question 
that the National Society will have to go begging 
men to join, but that men will actually become 
conscious of the absolute necessity and advantage 
of becoming a part of this Association. I believe 
that although the Association in the somewhat 
remote, aye, and in the near, past has had difficulties 
to contend with, they are now happily overcome. 
I do not want to tell trade secrets, and although I 
am the President of a limited association, comparable, 
I suppose, to the chairmanship of a limited company 
who occasionally meets the shareholders, or Coes 
what is more acceptable to the shareholders—issue 
an interim dividend. Well, it is not an interim dividend 
to which I want to call attention, but it is to tell you 
quite privately that we have been so anxious about 
our welfare and our status, financial and otherwise, 
that the auditors have recently made a settlement of 
the books up to the 30th June, and I shall not tell 
you how much money the National has in hand, 
because I feel sure that you will all want a bit in the 
form of dividend (laughter); but I can assure you 
that even under these present conditions the National 
Association will have sufficient money for immedi- 
ate operations. We suggest an opening or a 
widening of the scope of the National activities ; 
that is still a matter worthy of consideration. Long 
years ago it was thought it would meet with some 
good result to the profession if the profession was 
represented in the House of Commons by a veterinary 
surgeon. Well now, gentlemen, I am firmly convinced, 
as I was ten, fifteen, twenty years ago, that it is desir- 
able that we should have one or more members in 
the British House of Commons. It might be possible 
for the National to subsidise in some way the emolu- 
ments or the out-of-pocket expenses of some nominee 
of the National who would serve. We have all to 
gain by that ; there is no question about it. 


There is another point that operated in those long 
years ago, and that was as to whether our represent- 
ative should be of one party or the other; and 
amongst other things Sir Robert Saunders, at the 
dinner of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons, 
said that whatever the vote of the profession was, he 
was perfectly sure that it was conservative, and I 
think we might say that we are all perfectly sure that 
it is conservative and, as Professor Wooldridge has 
just suggested to me—very liberal. I feel that it is 
a desideratum more now than ever that we should 
have an efficient representative on the floor of the 
House of Commons. 
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Another suggestion also is this: I believe the mem- 
bers of this Association and members of the pro- 
fession are more thirsty for pathological knowledge 
than many of the rank and file will admit. We have 
here a lot of research. I hope to speak about that 
further ; but I do believe that this Association in the 
future might do a great deal of good by arranging 
facilities for its members to obtain laboratory assis- 
tance in the elucidation of many of the diseases which 
we come across, and which puzzle us very seriously. 

These are just fleeting thoughts which are generated 
very happily by what I have told you about the 
interim report. 

I know there are people to my left, and more to 
the right, who are financially great men, and they are 
very anxious that our money shall be put in Govern- 
ment securities. My only fear is the difficulty in 
getting the Trustees to allow you to liquidate them. 
What I do think is that we are over our difficulties, 
and that the National Association will go on from 
success to greater success, and ultimately, and within 
a few years, will fulfil the whole of the objects for 
which she was instituted. 

Gentlemen, for your support, for your kindness, for 
your tolerance and for your indulgence I have only 
to thank you very sincerely. Applause.) 

Mr. L. P. Pueu (Sevenoaks) moved a hearty vote 
of thanks to the President for his address, remarking 
that they all felt extremely grateful to him for the 
great services he had rendered to the profession during 
his year of office. (Applause.) 

Mr. H. J. Dawes (West Bromwich) seconded the 
motion, which was carried by acclamation. 

The PrestpenT: I can only express my grateful 
thanks for this and all your kindnesses. 

The Conference, after a brief adjournment, pro- 
ceeded to the consideration of Mr. A. Gofton’s paper 
on the “ Milk and Dairies (Amendment) Act, 1922, 
and the Milk (Special Designation) Order, 1923.” 


Tae MEETING. 


The concluding meeting of the conference was held 
on Thursday, August 16th, at 12 o’clock. 

Mr. Hoesen proposed a vote of thanks to Messrs. 
Walker and Sons for the use of their repository for the 
exhibition and demonstrations, and for the assistance 
they had given in the arrangement of the demon- 
strations. 

Professor MITCHELL seconded. 

Mr. H. 8S. Expatck proposed a vote of thanks to 
Messrs. Rowntree for their kindness in showing the 
ladies through their works. 

Major E. MonteomeEry proposed a vote of thanks 
to Mr. James Hamilton, who had allowed his grounds 
at West Bank to be used for a garden party, arranged 
by the Local Committee, and for his kind entertain- 
ment. 

A vote of thanks to the Yorkshire Philosophical 
Society for the accommodation placed at the disposal 
of the Association at the Tempest Anderson Hall 
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was moved by Mr. A. Gorron, and seconded by Mr. 
RaABAGLIATI. 

Mr. HeatLey proposed a vote of thanks to the 
Press for the manner in which they had reported the 
proceedings. 

Mr. TREVOR SPENCER, in proposing the vote of 
thanks to the gentlemen who had contributed papers, 
and the openers of the discussions, said all had per- 
formed their task with conspicuous ability. There 
seemed to be on the part of the gentlemen who had 
opened the discussions a very distinct tendency to 
read a paper of their own instead of going bull-headed 
for the other fellow. (Laughter and applause.) 
There was one very gratifying feature of the discussions 
to which they had listened, and that was the large 
extent to which the younger members of the profession 
had entered into them. (Applause.) Not only had 
they entered into the discussions in large numbers, 
but they had given them very useful information, 
and they had discussed matters with very great 
ability. The National Veterinary Medical Association 
had made good progress during the last few years. 
A great deal of that progress had been due to the 
magnificent work put into it by their president, Mr. 
Henry Sumner. That progress must go on, and the 
best means by which he thought it could be encouraged 
was for them to make it their business to see that 
every member of the veterinary profession must be 
made to feel that he could not afford to remain outside 
the fold. He should like to suggest to the officers 
and Council of the Association that they might discuss 
the advisability of replacing some of the papers in 
the future by practical demonstrations and operations. 


Mr. AsTon proposed a vote of thanks to the Com- 
mittee and the Secretaries for the arrangements made 
for carrying out the meetings, coupling particularly 
with the vote the names of Mr. and Mrs. Good. 

Mr. LEPPER seconded 

The whole of the votes of thanks were carried by 
acclamation. 

The Prestpent then said he had a_ peculiarly 
pleasant duty to 'perform, and that was to ask their 
good friend, ‘Mr. Dawes, to accept the presidency of 
the Association. 

Mr. Sumner then vacafed the chair, which was 
taken by Mr Dawes. 


Mr. Dawes, on taxing the chair, said: Gentlemen, 
This is to me a very important occasion, and I cannot 
help expressing my thanks to those- who have so 
heartily put me in this position. I trust, as I said 
yesterday, that those who have voted for the Society 
to go to Aberdeen next year will not be lacking when 
the time comes, and that they will turn up and help 
to make the occasion a great success. We have 
heard, and we know, that this Association is flowing 
strongly, and it is my earnest desire and greatest 
wish that it should continue to grow during my year 
of office, and that when I retire from the chair I may 
have carried on the work with credit to myself and 
advantage to the National Veterinary Medical Associ- 
ation. (Applause.) 
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Mr. Dawes, in proposing a vote of thanks to the 
retiring president, said: If I were to talk for a week 
I could ‘not say sufficient about Mr. Henry Sumner. 
(Applause.) He has won golden opinions from 
members of the veterinary profession, not only in 
his position as President of this Association, but also 
in his dual office of President of the Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons. It is a pity we have not more 
Mr. Henry Sumners in the profession. Those of us 
who heard his speech last night would know that. his 
heart was behind his speech, and that what he said he 
meant. The words that were used by Mr. Spencer a 
few moments ago with reference to Mr. Sumner were 
not too strong. I believe that Mr. Sumner has taken 
a delight in his work. — I believe, although he had 
many friends before, that he has increased them by the 
spirit in which he has carried out the proceedings in 
connection with this Association, and I trust I may be 
able to follow the great lead he has given to me. 
(Applause.) 

Mr. Goocu seconded the motion, remarking that 
he believed Mr. Sumner had done more to raise the 
status of their profession than any of his predecessors. 
(Applause.) 

The motion was carried by acclamation. 

Mr. Sumner: I am heartily grateful for your kind 
expressions. I am told that I am not yet to sing a 
“swan song,” and I hope that I may still be useful 
as a member of the National, and that it will always 
have the benefit of whatever energy I possess. (Loud 
applause.) 

Mr. Dawes: That concludes the business of the 
Congress. May I once more urge the members 
present to support me and go to Aberdeen. (Applause.) 


Dr. BRADLEY AND THE INSPECTORS. 


In his address as president of the Veterinary Inspectors’ 
section of the Royal Sanitary Institute Congress, Dr. 
O. Charnock Bradley pointed out that a diploma 
in Veterinary State Medicine is now an _ established 
fact, and is granted by the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons on the results of an examination following a 
period of specialised post-graduate training. It is hoped 
that its possession by candidates for public appointmenté 
will ultimately be demanded by those in whose hands the 
appointments rest ; for it is safe to assume that, if the 
possession of a special qualification or diploma is desirable 
in the case of the medical officer, it is no less desirable 
that the veterinary officer should possess a similar quali- 
fication or diploma. The education of a public official 
was of high national and civic importance. All omens 
pointed to the expansion of the duties of the veterinary 
inspector, and extension of his responsibilities. 


For bringing a pig into the port of Middlesbrough with- 
out a certificate from the Ministry, the captain of a steam- 
ship was ordered to pay costs. It was stated that the 
animal had been on board since September, 1922. 
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THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING. 


This week we publish a full account of the Annual 
General Meeting held at York last month. Our 
readers will see from it that, in the first place, the 
Association is at last on a fairly satisfactory financial 
position, having overcome the difficulties attendant 
upon all businesses and associations during the early 
years of their existence. In the second place, it will 
be seen that those present were satisfied that the 
Association is now recognised as the one body able 
to speak and act with authority for the rank and file 
of the Veterinary Profession in this country, and 
that its power and scope are rapidly enlarging. The 
present Articles of Association are proved to be 
wanting and need alteration in order that the Associa- 
tion may adapt itself to new demands which will be 
made upon it, and especially that it may be able to 
embrace representative Associations and Societies of 
Veterinarians in the Colonies and distant parts of 
the Empire. Some small idea of the work done by 
the Association may be gained from the Annual 
Report, and we think that a perusal of this and the 
proceedings at the General Meeting will enlighten 
members who were unable to be present, as to the 
increased value of the Association to our profession, 
We hope next year to be able to show even greater 
progress and prosperity. 


THE SURGICAL DEMONSTRATIONS. 


A SUCCESSFUL SERIES. 


An excellent site for the demonstrations was 
secured in Messrs. Walker’s repository, the covered 
sale yard being both commodious and accessible, 
with the result that a very large body of interested 
practitioners spent a comfortable and instructive 
Thursday afternoon. 

Following that initial delay which seems inseparable 
from these occasions, no matter what degree of 
keenness is shared by operators and onlookers, the 
programme was commenced by Mr. J. R. Barker 
(Hereford), whose demonstration on a sterile cow and 
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instrumentation followed most fittingly upon the 
excellent discussion provoked prior to luncheon that 
day by his widely-appreciated paper upon this 
subject. Mr. Barker emphasised the importance of 
obtaining the history of every case. That cow had 
aborted a month previously, at seven months. 
Previous to that she had two full-time live calves. 
The procedure requisite to achieve forcible dilation 
and retraction of the os was explained step by step 
while the instrumentation was in progress, the 
spectators being invited forward in groups to witness 
the application of the vaginal speculum, ete. Given 
the correct adjustment of that instrument, the 
operators should be able to see and make a diagnosis of 
any diseased condition as far as the os. In that 
particular cow, as it happened, the os and the cervical 
canal were dilated so that he could put in two fingers, 
consequently, were it not desirable to do so for the 
purposes of the demonstration, it would not in her 
case be necessary to apply any forceps to the os. 
This cow had got nodular venereal disease, a dilated 
os, and several ulcers. 

Mr. Barker next made a_ rectal examination, 
palpating the cervix and each horn of the uterus 
and on to the ovaries. He uttered a warning note 
in this connection, the exercise of undue severity in 
this manipulation making possible the production 
of abortion in pregnant subjects, a mishap which 
it was the purpose of the operation in chief to prevent. 

Examination of the ovaries being concluded, the 
demonstrator applied the two prongs of the forceps 
one on either side of the os, and gentle traction 
exercised. 

“The next thing to do,” said Mr. Barker, ** is to 
find the way through the cervical canal by overcoming 
the resistance of the four mucous folds, which project 
backwards. You find the way by means of the 
dilator, using a corkscrew movement. The end of the 
dilator is now protruding into the body of the uterus. 
Once through, open the jaws by turning the screw. 
Having got through, to irrigate the uterus hitch 
up the end of the dilator to an irrigating tube, and fill 
up with a weak solution of iodine (i to oi. of water), 
the fluid returning by means of the return-llow 
catheter. There is much to be learned,” concluded 
Mr. Barker, “from the character of the returning 
fluid as to the nature of the condition prevailing 
within the uterus.” 


OPERATION FOR QUITTOR. 


Professor J. J. O'CONNOR (Dublin) operated upon 
a case of quittor affecting the outer aspect of the 
near fore limb of a heavy draught horse. 

The horse was cast with hobbles on the off side, 
and Mr. Hudson administered the chloroform. A 
small hobble, with a pulley attached, was strapped 
tightly round the near fore limb immediately above 
the fetlock. An ordinary rope, about thirty feet 
long, was wrapped three or four times round the 
upper hind limb above the hock and tied with a reef 
knot, leaving two ends of equal length. One of the 
ends was passed between the hind limbs from before 


backwards, then forwards over the upper hind and 
through the pulley on the hobble on the fore limb, 
and given to an assistant to hold. 

The affected limb was then released from the 
ordinary hobble and easily drawn backwards by 
means of the rope and pulley, and securely fixed above 
the upper hock by the two ends of the rope passed 
in opposite directions round the limb and tied with a 
reef knot. The site of the operation was prepared 
by shaving and painting with tincture of iodine. 
Professor O'Connor, in the course of his remarks, 
said that quittor was a good example of an incomplete 
or blind purulent fistula, and that the object of the 
operation was to remove the necrotic cartilage, which 
was the cause of the condition. There were various 
methods of operating, but the one which he intended 
to perform was that which was popularised by 
Perrier, a French veterinarian, during the war. 

The operation was simple enough, but yet a very 
delicate procedure, as the synovial capsule of the 
pedal joint came into actual contact with the inner 
aspect of the lateral cartilage anteriorly, and might 
be easily punctured if great care were not exercised 
when operating in that region. If the joint were 
opened, there was grave risk of septic arthritis super- 
vening. The stages of the operation consisted in :— 


|. Kxcising an elliptical piece of skin above the 
coronet with the long axis of the ellipse extending 
almost from the anterior to the posterior 
extremity of the cartilage, the piece removed 
having the appearance of a quarter of an orange. 

2. Separating the cartilage from the surrounding 
tissues by dissection by means of the single 
and double-edged sage knives. 

3. Kxcising the posterior part of the cartilage 

with the sage knife. 
Difficulty was encountered in doing this owing 
to the cartilage being particularly ossified, 
and the loop knife was required to complete 
the operation. 

4. Removal of the anterior part of the cartilage 

by the aid of the loop knife and the curette. 
This was also partially ossified so that the 
typical pieces of green necrotic cartilage were 
not met with but rather an ulcerated condition 
of the structure. 
A portion of normal cartilage situated supero- 
anteriorly (and not separated from the sur- 
rounding tissues) was left in situ, as its removal 
was unnecessary, and would only have the effect 
of enlarging the wound, but excision of all the 
posterior part of the cartilage was necessary 
to enable the affected region to be exposed. 

5. Irrigation of the wound by means of a syringe 
to flush out débris. 

6. Painting the wound with tincture of iodine. 

7. Filling the cavity with powder composed of 
boracic acid (i5j.) and biniodide of mercury 
(gr. x). 

& Covering the wound with a pad and bandage. 
Directions were given for a shoe to be put on 
and the patient kept in a clean stall, and for 
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the dressing to be renewed the next day and 
every few days afterwards. 

The operation wound should be healed in four 
or five weeks. 

Professor F. 'T. G. Hosppay (London) demonstrated 
the operation of oophorectomy on a cat belonging to 
Major F. Powlett, M.R.C.V.S., explaining the advan- 
tages of selecting the flank situation for the preliminary 
incision when operating on the animal, and an ovaro- 
hysterectomy of the pregnant uterus in a bitch of the 
pure bred Heinz (57 variety) breed ; both operations 
passing off successfully under anesthesia, the anss- 
thetic being administered by Mr. Watson, M.R.C.V.8., 
of Bradford. 

He also demonstrated upon a case of sarcoma 
of the orbital cavity, supplied by Mr. Hill, M.R.C.V.S., 
of Darlington, a terrier with congenital deafness 
brought by Mr. Harry Elphick, M.R.C.V.S., of 
Newcastle-on-Tyne, and a terrier with nasal obstrue- 
tion, which was inoperable. 

Numbers of questions were asked, and the various 
stages in the operations were explained in full detail. 


HERNIA. 


Mr. R. Hupson (Retford) performed the following 
operation for scrotal hernia. The subject was 
a L7h.h. Clydesdale gelding, eight or nine years old. 
Ile had been castrated as a yearling, and the hernia 
had existed for the last few months, developing after 
an attack of influenza. 

At the time of operation the hernia was about as 
large as a melon, having become smaller owing to 
the animal fasting. It had always showed consider- 
able variation in size. 

It was easily reduced while standing, but the bowel 
quickly returned. 

Having cast and chloroformed, the area was well 
washed with kresophen sol. (Willows, Francis, Butler), 
and a free incision made through the skin in the 
castration position, the incision being carried well 
in to the subcutaneous tissue, which was separated 
with fingers as much as possible to avoid injury to 
the large subcutaneous veins. Considerable adhesion 
was found between the skin and the peritoneal sac, 
which had resulted from castration, and had to be 
cut through, when separation of the sac to the 
abdominal opening became easy. 

A long cord-like development of the inner part of 
the tunica vaginalis had taken place, but it thinned 
at the neck of the sac. 

The sac was given one twist, and a clam of the 
ordinary castration pattern (lin. by 8$in.) applied 
close up to the abdominal wall, and tightened as 
much as possible. The sac, having been opened 
to ensure that no intestine was included in the clam, 
was cut off about 24 inches below. 

The wound was swabbed out with kresophen 
solution and the animal allowed up. 

He was going to Beamish on the following day, 
and orders were given that he was to be exercised half 
un hour daily and the clam removed in seven days 
or allowed to drop off. : 
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On examination of the removed portion, the inner 
wall showed numerous hemorrhagic areas and cord- 
like thickening of fibrous tissue. 


Major J. B. Cottyer (British Columbia) exhibited 
and explained the use of a set of molar extraction 
forceps made to his own design. 

The principle involved is the use of a special clutch 
handle, applied to the forceps when in_ position, 
by means of which the grip on the tooth is secured 
and the necessary leverage obtained. 

The set consists of four forceps specially adapted 
for upper and lower wolars, stump extraction, and 
split molars. Each pair is 14in. in length, and the 
edge of the gripping face is sufficiently sharp to allow 
of its being pushed well down into the alveolus 
when desirable. 

The demonstrator states that he finds the following 
advantages in the use of these instruments :— 

1. The obtaining of a parallel grip by having 

special forceps for upper and lower molars. 

2. Small size of forceps, permitting their being 
held in one hand whilst the free hand is intro- 
duced into the mouth for the purpose of placing 
the jaws in position, and, where the crown is 
likely to crumble, pressing them well down 
into the alveolus. 

3. Comparative absence of interference 
forceps by teeth of opposite jaw. 

4. Immediate release when desired, thus lessening 
risk of jaw being fractured. 

A fulerum of hard wood was recommended in 
preference to metal as being less likely to damage 
the walls on which it rests. 

At the conclusion of the demonstration several 
inembers expressed a desire to obtain these instru- 
ments, and Major Collyer undertook to get estimates 
of cost as soon as the number required is known. 

Dr. O. CHarNocK Brav.ey (Edinburgh) contributed 
an interesting and informative feature in an exhibition 
of sections across a horse’s skull, with explanatory 
cards. 


with 


THE ANNUAL BANQUET. 


Presentation to Professor Buxton. 


The annual banquet took place on Wednesday 
evening, August 15th, at Terry’s Restaurant, St. 
Helen’s Square, and was largely attended, the retiring 
President (Mr. Henry Sumner) occupying the chair. 

The representative company included the following 
local guests :—The Deputy Lord Mayor (Alderman 
W. H. Birch, J.P.), Alderman Edward Walker, J.P., 
Dr. Edmund Smith (medical officer of health), Mr. 
D. Larg, Mr. Harry Walker, Mr. Henry Woolnough 
(chief constable), and Mr. A. M. Wiseley, Mr. Leopold 
Paget (Middlethorpe Hall), the president of the 
Association (Mr. H. Sumner). There were also present 
the American delegate (Dr. Septimus Sisson) and 
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Mr. R. Hudson (senior partner in the firm of Messrs. 
Hudson and Son, printers of the Record). 

Mr. H. Sumner gave “The King” and “* The 
(Jueen, Queen Alexandra, the Prince of Wales, and 
the rest of the Royal Family,” both toasts being 
loudly acclaimed. In proposing the latter, he said : 
We havea special interest in asking you to drink to the 
Prince of Wales from the fact that His Royal Highness 
has been graciously pleased to accept the diploma of 
the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons, and is 
upon the register of the Royal College. (Loud 
applause.) 

Dr. O. CHaRNock BRADLEY proposed the toast of 
“The City of York.” He said the Association had 
an admirable practice of recognising in no measured 
terms the hospitality extended to them by the city 
in which they met. On that occasion he felt per- 
fectly convinced that their reception of the toast 
would be greater in warmth than it had been in the 
past. He said that for quite a number of reasons. 
One was that the Council of the Association, which 
to some might not always display wisdom—(laughter) 
—certainly did so in choosing York for the place of 
meeting this particular year. It did so for a variety 
of reasons. York, to his mind, had attractions that 
could hardly be held out by any other city in Great 
Britain. “She possesses,” he said, ‘among other 
things, as the very centre, that unequalled jewel that 
sparkles in the richly besprinkled diadem of British 
architectural gems—lI refer to the Minster.” ( Applause.) 
He thought there was no piece of of architecture in 
the land that could compare with York Minster. 
Another reason which appealed to him, apart from 
the architectural and archeological objects of the city, 
perhaps more than many others, was its history as an 
educational centre. For many years it was assumed 
that Canterbury could claim priority as the educa- 
tional centre of England, but they had been told on 
the authority of Leach that, really, York had a 
school before Canterbury, and therefore they might 
consider themselves at that moment, if not at the 
educational heart of the Empire, at any rate at the 
birthplace of education in this country. “It has 
always occurred to me as curious,” he proceeded, 
“that York should have allowed small, insignificant 
and unknown towns like Sheffield, for example— 
(laughter)—to possess a University. Why has not 
York possessed a University long, long ago? It 
has every claim to be the seat of such an academic 
institution. I am not going farther, and saying that 
it should be the size of a veterinary school. (Laughter.) 
That I should not be prepared to say.” York, as a 
matter of fact, appealed to them particularly as 
veterinary men, though the allusion might be some- 
what subtle. Did not that Royal Dick, who was a 
Gloucester as it happened, feel a particular interest 
in the “sun” of York? ‘ Now is the winter of our 
discontent made glorious summer by this sun of 
York.” And was not that Royal Dick particularly 
interested in horses? (Laughter.) He asked for 
one, he asked for it twice, and yet again, and said, 
“Gird up my sword; bind up my wounds.” He 
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really thought that the Royal Dick to whom he referred 
really linked veterinary science with that city. (Loud 
laughter.) Then there was another Dick who rode 
in great haste from London to York. Various sug- 
gestions had been advanced in explanation of that 
somewhat impetuous ride, but he was going to suggest 
another, and that was that Richard of the Turpin 
family was very fond of horses, and that in those 
days York possessed a famous veterinary surgeon 
whom he was going to consult. (Renewed laughter.) 
It was difficult to find words to express adequately 
the feelings he was sure they all held towards that 
city, but the task was made easier by the fact that he 
was able to couple with the toast the name of the 
Deputy Lord Mayor (Alderman Bireh)—({applause)— 
for the generous terms in which he welcomed them 
that morning would still be in their memory. (Hear, 
hear.) 


The Deputy Lorp Mayor or York (Alderman 
W. H. Birch), in thanking Dr. Bradley for his remarks, 
and the gathering for their reception of them, said 
Dr. Bradley was quite right with regard to education 
in York. He believed they possessed in the city a 
school which had been in existence nearly a thousand 
years, and he did not think that could be equalled 
in the country. There were reasons why they did 
not possess a University, of course, but the city was 
undoubtedly a jewel, and no one could deny that its 
inhabitants had tried, as far as in their power lay, to 
maintain its brilliancy. The Prince of Wales, on a 
recent visit to the city, said that right down the annals 
of the history of our country York figured in every 
important event until the last few years of its history, 
and that was perfectly true. It was the old capital 
of the country, and in its early days defended itself 
against all comers. Alderman Birch went on to 
express his firm belief in the value of service. He 
believed that unless there was a good home life it 
was impossible for any country to develop on right 
lines. Next to the love of home came the love of 
city, and they had a duty there which laid the foun- 
dation of love of country. It was said, and rightly, 
that there was no country in the world which pro- 
duced so much voluntary service, and that was the 
sort of service they should ask for, rather than the 
service for their fellowmen which was paid for. It 
was to the interests of everybody to do some sort of 
service for his fellow men. Veterinary surgeons were 
happy in the choice of a profession in that their service 
was of an ameliorative character, and carried with 
it, in their ordinary life, that sort of service to which 
he was referring. There was, however, another 
service which he thought was essential in the develop- 
ment of the country’s life, and that was the service 
which one rendered to another without asking or 
expecting reward. This country had been built up 
on that kind of voluntary service, and he was one of 
those who believed in it. Examples were found in 
the work done by members of municipal corporations, 
and he believed that, brought down to real values, 
such bodies were far more important in the develop- 
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ment of the country than was the legislation at 
Westminster. 

Dr. Septimus Sisson, who met with an extremely 
cordial greeting, submitted the toast of “ The National 
Veterinary Medical Association of Great Britain and 
Ireland.” In doing so, he said My first duty, and 
it is a very pleasant duty, is to transmit to this 
Association the very cordial good wishes of the 
American Veterinary Medical Association, which, 
as you all know, is a sister organisation of the National 
Veterinary Medical Association of Great Britain and 
Ireland. Our Association over there is in a very 
real sense an international organisation. Of course, 
we are often said to do things in a big way in America, 
but in this case the statement is warrantied, because 
the Association includes the Dominion of Canada 
as well as the United States. In fact, just a few 
years ago the President of our organisation was Dr. 
Torrance, whom many of you know, the chief of the 
Dominion Government and the department of agricul- 
ture; and the present chairman of our executive is 
Dr. Hilton, in the same department of the Canadian 
Government. Many others of our most valued 
friends are Canadians, and this year, in a week or so, 
the Association is to have its annual meeting at 
Montreal. I mention that, not only io show that the 
organisation is international in a real sense, but you 
can easily see that we had pariicular reason why the 
meeting should be held in Montreal—an oasis in the 
desert. (Laughter.) The objects of all associaiions 
of this kind, of course, I think, may be regarded as 
being three-fold. The first object naturally is the 
promotion and protection of the interests of the 
profession. The second is the promotion of educa- 
tion and research, and the third is the enlightenment 
of public opinion on the services which the veterinary 
profession is capable of rendering to the live-stock 
industry of the country, and to the public health 
How well the National Veterinary Medical Associa- 
tion is fulfilling, and has fulfilled, those purposes you 
know much better than I. I do not know that I have 
anything more to say in regard to that except to 
ask you to drink to-night to the continued welfare 
and prosperity of the National Veterinary Medical 
Association of Great Britain and Ireland, coupling 
with the toast the name of your worthy president, 
Mr. Sumner. (Loud applause.) 


The Presmpent was received with loud applause 
on rising to reply. He said he knew they all esteemed 
very highly the words which had fallen from Dr. 
Sisson, and his presence at their gathering. (Hear, 
hear.) He had come there as a brother, and not as 
a stranger, and he brought home to them that veterin- 
ary service, veterinary medicine and surgery in this 
country was a part, and only a part, of a very great 
whole. Dr. Sisson represented a great continent and 
a great force in the veterinary world. They wel- 
comed him, and he felt quite sure that when he had 
to report to his Association as to the manner of men 
they of the National Veterinary Medical Association 
were, he would be kind and generous, and would 
make their brothers across the water believe that 


they had treated him as a brother, as a gentleman, and 
a fellow veterinarian, These visits from veterinary 
surgeons of other countries and climes were agreeable, 
as well as necessary and desirable. Dr. Sisson was 
not the first distinguished guest they had had from 
overseas. It was not many years since Dr. Bang, of 
Copenhagen, came over to this country, and on the 
occasion of that visit he was good enough to tell them 
something they did not know at that particular time, 
and that was the causal agent of Johné’s disease. 
But whether it be Dr. Sisson or Professor Bang, or 
any other veterinarian from a foreign or distant land 
he felt sure they had only to appear at a meeting of 
the Association to receive a hearty welcome and a 
truly British reception. He hoped Dr. Sisson would 
go back feeling that there was a common brotherhood 
between the profession in America and the profession 
in our little island. Mr. Sumner went on to say that 
at the present time they were on the flood tide in 
regard to matters veterinary in this country. Per- 
sonally he was an optimist, and he had a sort of 
feeling that the dark days of the Veterinary Profession 
were over, He claimed no credit for what had hap- 
pened this year, but it had been distinctly encouraging 
to them. His year of presidency opened in a very 
squally manner. There were expressions of opinion 
with regard io the standard of the profession which 
were, at any rate, not altogether complimentary. 
These suggestions had to be met in a more or less 
tactful way, and they were met, and he believed that 
there was coming a concentration of attention upon 
matters veterinary and matters pertaining to animal 
health, and particularly upon the relations of animal 
health to the good of the community at large. Be 
that as it might, the little squall passed, and as a 
by-wind, the inierest in their profession was carried 
into the Royal Palace, H.R.H. the Prince of Wales 
being good enough to honour the profession by 
becoming an honorary associate of their College—no 
little evidence, in his opinion, of the progress of matters 
veterinary. (Applause.) Then there was a nther 
little cloud supposed to be on the horizon. The 
Government saw fit to place a certain sum of money 
on one side for the study of animal pathology, and it 
was thought that the veterinary profession had been 
overlooked from the fact that the Government placed 
that large and very satisfactory amount of money 
at the disposal of the University of Cambr idge, which 
had no veterinary centre. Their shivering souls 
said, “It’s all up. The veterinary schools of this 
country have been passed over. The veterinary 
profession is being ignored by the Government. A 
sum of money is being placed at Cambridge University, 
with the result that we shall get the medical men 
teaching us something in animal pathology.” He 
did not believe it. He believed that the authorities 
of Cambridge were men of science, of discernment, 
and of goodwill, and, although the Government had 
not seen fit to subsidise in a material manner any of 
the existing colleges of the veterinary profession, he 
felt sure that, in the distribution of that money for 
the promotion of the study of animal diseases, the 
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veterinary profession would be well recognised. 


What has happened ? asked Mr. Sumner. ** What 
shows us we are on the flood tide of suecess ? Why, 


our beloved late secretary of this Association—(loud 
applause)—has had the honour to be selected—by 
whom ¢—by no coterie of his own profession, but by 
men of many branches of science to fulfil a noble and 
great position as Professor of animal pathology. 
(Renewed applause.) Can there be any greater 
solace to the riven heart of this profession ? No, I 
take it ; and we all realise in the fact that one so able, 
one so capable, one who possesses a charming per- 
sonality, and will engage, if he wants them, the 
affections and help of the whole body of veterinary 
surgeons, is marked out to have this great oppor- 
tunity which we believe he will fulfil to the satis- 
faction of the widest dreams of our possibilities. 
Now Professor Buxton is an outstanding character 
amongst us, and to the junior members of the profes- 
sion, of whom I have the pleasure of seeing many 
here, I would say, “Take heart by the career of 
Buxton.” (Applause.) Professor Buxton set out 
on the threshold of his professional career imbued 
with a sense of service. The opportunities were, so 
far as we could see, non-existent for his advancement, 
but there can be no question that his outstanding 
qualities made doors open to him, and positions open 
to him, which he has fulfilled with dignity and honour, 
and an extreme amount of credit to the profession 
of which he is such an ornament. Remarking that, 
if they were on the flood tide of success, every one 
of them would have to live up to a high standard, 
Mr. Sumner said, amidst laughter, that in his early 
days anybody could tell a veterinary surgeon by the 
tightness of his trousers and the envious curl of his 
hair. He had seen that type pass, and now they 
were apparently in a state of flux, so much so that 
their clients were rather troubled to know really 
what sort of people veterinarians were. But he 
believed there was only one thing they were called 
upon to do. The outstanding requirement of the 
profession was service. To who and to what / 
Service, surely, to the profession which had given 
them birth; service, surely, to such an Association 
as theirs, which meant and would mean an advantage 
to and an uplifting of the veterinary profession. — If 
there was one thing during his year of presidency of 
the College and that of the Association which he had 
tried to bring home to the members of the profession, 
it was the absolute necessity of service to the profes- 
sion of which he hoped every one of them was an 
ornament. Mr. Sumner concluded by announcing 
that the members of the Association had thought 
fit to subscribe a certain amount of money with the 
object of offering to Professor Buxton a token of 
their esteem and affection, a token of their apprecia- 
tion of the office which he had so abundantly and 
successfully filled, not only on behalf of the Associa- 
tion, but on behalf of the profession. It was his 
privilege to ask Professor Buxton to do them the 
honour of accepting the small gift of a canteen as an 
appreciation of his many services to them as members 
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of the Association and of the profession. He hoped 
that it would be a very constant reminder of their 
appreciation of his efforts, and, might he say, the love 
of the profession. (Loud and prolonged applause.) 

Professor J. B. BUXTON, in accepting the gift, said : 
* You will hardly expect me, under the circumstances, 
to give due expression to the feelings that move me 
at the moment. There are times when mere words 
cannot express feelings. I am passing through one 
of those at the moment. I cannot tell you how I 
appreciate this evidence offered of your affection and 
esteem, but I would like to point out that it was 
that affection and esteem which enabled me and the 
other executive officers of this Association to carry 
it on from that nebulous Association which we took 
over a few years ago, and bring it to what to-day, 
thank goodness, is a success. Without that affection 
and esteem one could not have. performed that service. 
It is that kindness which has always been shown me 
by every member of my profession which encouraged 
me to agree to accept that office at Cambridge. I 
realised perfectly well the burden which I was endeav- 
ouring to bear. | realised perfectly well that I should 
fail hopelessly in that endeavour unless I had the 
whole-hearted support of every member of the 
veterinary profession, and I hoped and trusted that 
I should get it, and on those grounds I agreed to 
accept the post. I thank you, sir, | thank you all, 
not only for this gorgeous present, but also for what 
you have said, which I shall treasure for all time. 
(Loud applause.) 

The PRESIDENT said he had another duty to per- 
form. They were conscious that much of the success 
which had attended the York meeting had been in 
no small measure the result of the activities of the 
local secretary and his charming wife. (Applause.) 
He asked Mr. and Mrs. Good to accept a token of 
their great appreciation of the great efforts they had 
made—and_ such successful efforts—for the success 
of that gathering, with their very sincere expressions 
of goodwill. (Applause.) 

Mr. Goop: On behalf of my wife and myself, I 
sincerely thank you for this very beautiful present. 
1 am sure we scarcely deserve anything nearly like 
this, and I can enly say that if we have in any way 
forwarded the interests of the Association by what we 
have done, if we have added in any way to the enjoy- 
ment of you all here, we are already amply repaid. 
(Loud applause.) 

Mr. W. Woops then proposed “.The Guests,” 
remarking that they owed a great debt of gratitude 
to them for being present, and for what they all had 
done for them. (Applause.) 

Dr. E. M. Smiru (Medical Officer of Health for the 
City of York) first responded. He said the guests 
very much appreciated the honour done them, and 
the hospitality shown them. It rejoiced him, as 
secretary for several years of the York Medical Society, 
and a past president of that body, to know that the 
Veterinary Association was such a flourishing body. 
He hoped that it would continue to flourish, and that 
all the members of the Association would consider 
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it their bounden duty to support his Association, to 
be always present at its meetings, when it was not 
impossible to be there, and would be ready always 
to help the Secretary in the production of papers, 
and the opening and continuance of discussions. 
The members of a Society like that, who did not take 
part in its proceedings and were constantly absent, 
were very much the losers. They had everything to 
gain in a professional socie:y by regarding it as a 
source of constant instruction, and a stimulant in 
connection with their work. The Medical Profession, 
he was afraid, had not been associated very much in 
the past with the Veterinary Profession, and he 
thought it had been their loss. Both, he believed. 
had a great deal to learn by more co-operation and 
more fraternity. (Applause.) He did not think 
that medical men realised that as they ought to do, 
but he was firmly convinced that in several directions 
there was everything to be gained by all the branches 
of the healing profession being in closer union and 
co-operation. (Loud applause.) 

Mr. A. M. Wise.ey (York) also responded. 

Major F. T. G. Hospay, in proposing “ The 
Ladies,” said he felt ladies were going to form a useful 
and very welcome addition to their ranks. He 
believed the first fifty ladies who came into canine 
practice in our big cities would oust the men neck and 
crop. He was quite sure they would make what 
would be to them not merely a comfortable living in 
canine practice, but a fortune. In research work, too, 
they had an absolute field. Whilst he was sure they 
were going to compete very strongly with the men, 
they would welcome them into their ranks very 
heartily. (Applause.) 

Mr. WiLLie Brown made a humorous speech in 
replying. He expressed his agreement with all Mr. 
Hobday had said. Along with that gentleman he 
appreciaced very much the fact that the Council of 
the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons had opened 
the door to ladies. He hoped they would see them in 
great numbers at Aberdeen next year. 

During the evening vocal numbers were given by 
Miss Eileen Elsy and Mr. John Dean, in delightful 
manner, Mrs. Howard Gray, A.L.C.M., being the 
accompanist. 

The proceedings concluded with the singing of the 
National Anthem. 


Biren SucKies Four Pies. 

A large black sow belonging to Mr. Greenlees, Cochrane- 
field, Milliken Park, gave birth to a litter of ten pigs. 
The mother fell sick, and Mr. W. F. Nouston, M.R.C.V.S., 
St. James Street, was called in. Having prescribed 
treatment for the parent sow, he was asked for advice 
regarding the rearing of the young ones. It so happened 
that there is a large Labrador retriever bitch on the 
premises, which was nourishing one pup, and he sug- 
gested employing her as a foster mother for four. She is 
a big, kindly animal, and accepted the responsibility 
without demur, treating her singular family of one pup 
and four pigs with uniform kindness. The quartette 
are progressing as satisfactorily as if brought up by their 
natural mother. 
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THE CONFERENCE PAPERS. 


No. |. The Milk and Dairies (Amendment) Act, 1922, 
and 
The Milk (Special Designations) Orders (England and 
Scotland) 1923.* 


By A. Gorton, F.R.C.V.S., 
Chief Veterinary Inspector, Edinburgh. 


A—Tue MILK AnD (AMENDMENT) Act, 1922. 


The Milk and Dairies (Amendment) Act, 1922, 
postpones the operation of the Milk and Dairies 
(Consolidation) Act, 1915, and the Milk and Dairies 
(Scotland) Act, 1914, to an uncertain date in the 
future, but which, under any circumstances, will not 
be earlier than 1st September, 1925. Both of these 
Acts are progressive measures and when they were 
placed on the Statute Book they represented a very 
marked advance in the legislative control of the 
production and distribution of milk. They were 
welcomed by all who have responsibility for the 
administration of the existing Milk and Dairies Acis 
and Orders, and their further postponement will no 
doubt be equally generally regretted. In Scotland, 
producers and distributors, if they did not welcome 
the Scottish Act, at least did not oppose it. They 
worked for and secured amendments, but it is not 
unfair to say that the Act was recognised and admitted 
as desirable in the public interest and that it made no 
demands on the milk trade, which it might not fairly 
and legitimately be asked to meet in the interests 
of consumers and for safeguarding the health and well- 
being of the community. 

The Amendment Act is based on the original Acts 
referred to. Briefly it might perhaps be described 
as a combination of the English and Scottish Acts in 
a more or less emasculated form. The whole of its 
provisions may be found in one or the other, and a 
comparison shows that in so far as modification of 
these provisions has been made, the modifications 
have been of a limiting and restrictive character. 
The Amendment Act is therefore a poor substitute 
for the original Acts, but if it effected no other purpose 
than to maintain their vitality, it would have jus:ified 
its place on the Statute Book. The powers it con- 
tains, though res:ricted in scope and character, are 
nevertheless important. Perhaps the most signifi- 
cant feature is the place accorded to the grading of 
milk, which has now, in all probability, been given 
a permanent place in milk legislation. Instead of 
restriction, there has been in this respect a broadening 
of the powers contained in the 1915 Consolidation 
Act and there has been applied to Scotland a procedure 
which received no mention in the Milk and Dairies 
(Scotland) Act, 1914. 

Sections 2, 3, 4, 5 and 8 comprise those parts of 
the Act with which the members of this Association 
are mainly concerned. The rest of the Act deals with 
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procedure in the making of Orders under the powers 
contained in the Act and with general questions of 
administration. 

The Milk and Dairies Order, 1885, provides that it 
is unlawful for any person to carry on the trade of 
cowkeeper, dairyman or purveyor of milk unless he is 
registered as such, and Local Authorities are required 
to keep and to maintain in correct order by revision 
from time to time, a register of all producers and 
purveyors of milk within their area. Registration 
under the Order is effected automatically on 
application, and automatic registration will continue 
so far as producers, wholesalers and middlemen are 
concerned, since the Local Authority has no power 
of refusal. Section 2 of the Act, however, gives 
power to a Local Authority to refuse registration to, 
or to remove from the register, retail purveyors of 
milk, subject to a right of appeal against refusal or 
removal. In any case in which refusal or removal 
is contemplated the Local Authority must be satisfied 
“ that the public health is or is likely to be endangered 
by any act or default of any person who is registered 
or seeks to be registered therein as a retail purveyor 
of milk in relation to the quality, storage or distri- 
bution of milk.” 

It is difficult to appreciate the reasons for limitation 
of the power of refusal or removal to the retail pur- 
veyor of milk. It is quite easy to conceive the means 
by which a producer-retailer, if refused registration 
as a retailer, could escape the effects of this section 
and continue to dispose of his milk without any, or 
at least without material, improvement in the con- 
ditions which led to refusal. It is also obvious 
that faults in relation to quality, storage or dis- 
tribution of milk may be referable to the producer or 
wholesaler and not to the retailer. Enforcement 
of this section against the retailer would in that case 
have the effect of making him responsible for the 
faults of others and exposing him to the risk of 
punishment for those faults. The retailer is pro- 
tected by Section 12 against breach of contract if he 
proves that refusal of registration was due to the 
quality of the milk supplied by the producer. 
but proof may be difficult and is always liable to be 
expensive. Pressure brought to bear on a retailer 
by a Local Authority would no doubt react strongly 
on the producer or middleman to whom fault may be 
referable, but if pressure is to be exercised through the 
agency of registration, it would appear to be a more 
equitable procedure to exercise that pressure directly 
on the party responsible for the fault. There can be 
no doubt that direct pressure would be productive of 
the effects desired in the public interesu with a greater 
certainty than could be achieved by indirect means. 

Section 2 further provides that a retail purveyor of 
milk who is convicted of an offence under the Act or 
the Milk and Dairies Orders may, on the application 
of the Local Authority and in addition to any 
other penalty, be removed by the Court from the 
register, cither absolutely or in respect of certain 
premises. The official covering memorandum issued 
with the Act explains that the distinction between 
absolute removal and removal in respect of specified 
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premises will enable Local Authorities or the Court 
to differentiate between those cases in which the 
methods of a business are altogether unsatisfactory 
and those in which certain premises only or the 
methods practised at those premises are unsuitable or 
objectionable. 

Section 3 of the Act prohibits the sale of milk 
under any of the designations prescribed in the section, 
or under any description including or resembling 
any of these designations, except under and in accord- 
ance with a licence granted under the provisions of an 
Order made by the Minister of Health or the Scottish 
Board of Health. The conditions subject to which 
licences may be granted are detailed in the Milk 
(Special Designations) Orders, which have been in 
operation in England and Scotland since Ist January, 
1923. These Orders are separately discussed later. 

At this stage it is convenient to refer to the desig- 
nations prescribed for the different qualities of milk by 
the Act. Under the Orders of the Food Controller 
and of the Ministry of Health, which remained in 
operation until Ist January, 1923, when they were 
replaced by the Act and the Orders made thereunder, 
milk, which was the produce of tubercle-free herds 
and which was collected and distributed in accordance 
with the specified requirements, was described as Grade 
A, or Grade A (Certified) Milk. The general public were 
thus educated over a series of years to associate the 
term Grade A, with milk carrying an official guarantee 
that it was the produce of tubercle-free cows. Milk 
sold under the description Grade A, no longer carries 
that guarantee. The Amendment Act and the Special 
Designations Orders have given the term Grade A, 
when used alone, a different value and significance to 
that which it possessed under the old Orders. Experi- 
ence has shown that the general public have been 
confused by the change and do not yet appreciate 
its significance. Time will remedy this, but it is 
nevertheless a matter for regret that continuity of 
the descriptive terms applicable to graded milk was 
not observed in the drafting of the Act and the Orders. 

Section 4 prohibits the addition of colouring matter, 
water, reconstituted milk, skimmed or separated milk 
to milk intended for sale. It is also made an offence 
to sell as milk, any liquid, in the making of which 
dried or condensed milk has been used. General 
agreement will be felt with these provisions in so far 
as they protect the consumer against fraudulent 
imposition, Comment may, however, be directed 
to the fact that it has been made illegal to add 
skimmed or separated milk to milk intended or offered 
for sale as milk. This procedure is known in the milk 
trade as “ toning,” and if skilfully carried out, milk 
containing more than 3 per cent. butter fat may be 
reduced down to the presumptive standard of 3 per 
cent., and the ratio of fat to non-fatty solids may be 
retained within normal limits. In this connection 
considerable interest attaches to the comments on 
“toning,” which are to be found in the report of the 
Interdepartmental Committee appointed by the 
Scottish Board of Health “to consider and report 
upon the laws, regulations and procedure under which 
milk is sold in Scotland, and to recommend such 
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alterations as may be thought necessary.” The 
report of the Committee was published in September, 
1922, a month after the passing of the Amendment 
Act. Much evidence was submitted to the Committee 
bearing on the question of the addition of skimmed 
and separated milk to whole milk, but ultimately 
the Committee were unable to make any recommend- 
ation on the subject, opinions in the Committee being 
almost evenly divided, “the one against toning and 
the other in favour of permitting toning with skimmed 
milk.” The report proceeds “We have evidence 
that under the present presumptive standard the 
process of toning is widespread. As pointed out by 
some of the witnesses, toning cannot be inferred so 
long as the fat in the milk remains at or above 3 per 
cent. If, therefore, there is no direct evidence that 
skimmed milk has been added to the whole milk, 
and if the milk as put on the market siill stands at or 
above 3 per cent. butter fat and 8°5 per cent. non- 
fatty solids, no Local Authority would raise a prose- 
cution. The presumption of guilt under the pre- 
sumptive standard arises only when the fat falls 
below 3 per cent. or the total solids other than fat fall 
below 8°5 per cent. This has been repeatedly shown 
in the evidence placed before us. The inference 
is inevitable that, so long as the standard of 3 per 
cent. and 8°5 per cent. is maintained, toning by the 
addition of skimmed milk or by the removal of fat 
may and does proceed without any danger of 
detection.” 

Section 5 imposes a heavy penalty on any person 
who sells the milk of a cow suffering from tuberculosis 
of the udder, if it is proved that he knew or could 
have ascertained by ordinary care that the cow was 
suffering from that disease. The section very materi- 
ally modifies the position which existed under the 
Milk and Dairies Order of 1899. Under the Order 
no offence was committed by the sale of the milk 
of a cow affected with tuberculosis of the udder 
until after the animal had been certified by a veterin- 
ary surgeon to be so affected, and the owner was under 
no obligation to move in the matter until after certifi- 
cation. The Act now places a definite responsibility 
on the owner to take such steps as may be reasonably 
necessary to ascertain that his dairy stock does not 
include an animal affected with tuberculosis of the 
udder. The majority of cows affected with tuber’ 
culosis of the udder show symptoms sufficiently 
suggestive to raise the suspicions of an ordinarily 
intelligent producer, and if he is to avoid committing 
an offence under the Act, he must for his own pro- 
tection initiate the steps necessary to lead to a diag- 
nosis. 


The County of Lanark has set a useful example in 
drawing the attention of milk producers to this 
responsibility by the issue of a pamphlet, from which 
the following extract is made: “The early recog- 
nition of tubercular disease of the udder is of the 
utmost importance, and it is necessary that cow- 
keepers should examine their stock frequently and 
especially the udder of every milch cow. If any 
induration or nodular swelling is discovered in the 


udder suggestive of tubercle, the animal should be 
examined by a competent veterinary surgeon. 
Samples of milk will be examined in the bacterio- 
logical laboratory and tested biologically free of charge. 
Any inspection made by the Veterinary Surgeon of 
the Local Authority in no way relieves the cow- 
keeper from the necessity of veterinary inspection 
at his own expense.” The circular quoted, not only 
suggests the course of action to be taken by the owner, 
but offers valuable assistance to him in his effort to 
remove suspicions which have been raised in his 
mind, 


It is to be noted that in a prosecution the onus of 
proof that the owner knew or could with reasonable 
care have ascertained that his cow was affected with 
tuberculosis of the udder is placed on the Local 
Authority. Having regard to the difficulties of 
diagnosis which frequently arise, and which are 
known to all who have had even slight experience 
of the diagnosis of tuberculosis of the udder, Local 
Authorities and their officials will require to consider 
carefully the cases in which prosecutions are ins(ituted 
under this section. In submitting a case for prose- 
cution, the Local Authority has apparantly also to 
bear the onus of proving that the milk of a cow found 
in a dairy byre suffering from tuberculosis of the 
udder has been sold or offered for sale. 

One notes with regret that the cow suffering from 
emaciation due to tuberculosis, is not included in the 
same category as the animal affected with tuberculosis 
of the mammary gland and that the disposal of the 
cow with tuberculosis of the mammary gland remains 
uncontrolled. The need for such control has been 
abundantly proved. The re-introduction of the 
Tuberculosis Order, 1914, is the necessary corollary 
to this section, and until the powers contained in that 
Order again become effective, the value of this section 
will remain in a considerable measure illusory. In 
the Veterinary Record of 30th June, 1923, it is stated 
“ Until assured that a majority of Local Authorities, 
including counties and cities, favour the re-intro- 
duction of the Tuberculosis Order of 1914, in which 
tuberculosis of cattle was made a notifiable disease, 
the Minister of Agriculture does not see his way to 
re-issue the Order in view of the very considerable 
expenditure involved.” It therefore behoves all 
concerned to use every endeavour to convince their 
respective Local Authorities of the wisdom and 
necessity for the re-introduction of the Order. 

Section 8 requires the Minister or the Scottish 
Board of Health to make regulations for the pre- 
vention of danger arising to the public health from 
the importation of milk intended for sale. Regula- 
tions are also to be made, prescribing standards for 
dried and condensed milk and for the labelling or 
marking of receptacles or tins, etc. of dried, condensed, 
skimmed or separated milk. These regulations will 
be complementary to the Unsound Food Regulations, 
which are concerned with the importation of food 
substances other than meat. They will be welcomed 
by producers, vendors and consumers alike, since 
elementary justice requires that the foreign producer 
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should not be more favourably situated than the 
home producer to compete in the same markets, but 
should be subject to the same conditions. 


B—Tue MILK (SpPEcIAL DESIGNATIONS) ORDERS, 1923. 


The Orders now in force came into operation on Ist 
July and they replaced those which were issued in 
December, 1922. Experience of the original Orders 
showed that ceriain modifications were necessary 
to satisfactory working, and effect has been given to 
these modifications in the new Orders. It is quite 
probable that, as a result of further experience, it 
will be found that room still exists for amendment, 
and no doubt in the course of discussion, suggestions 
will be made indicating the lines along which modifi- 
cations might with advantage be made. 

The Orders control the sale of milk under special 
designations, or, expressed in other terms, the grading 
of milk. They continue the system initiated in this 
country three or four years ago by the Food Controller, 
whose orders dealing with this subject were continued 
in force by the Ministry of Health, after the Ministry 
of Food had ceased to function. In combination 
with the Amendment Act, the Orders indicate that 
grading of milk has been established as a permanent 
feature of milk legislation in this country. A certain 
amount of development has followed the issue of the 
Orders, but the public demand for graded milk has 
not yet shown any evidence that it is likely to exceed 
available supplies ,and the extent of the public demand 
will be a very important factor influencing future 
development and extension of the system of grading. 

The designations prescribed by the Amendment Act 
are “ Certified,” ‘Grade A (Tuberculin Tested),” 
“Grade A” and “ Pasteurised.” The conditions 
subject to which licences may be granted to producers 
and distributors to self milk under these designations 
are set forth in detail in the Orders. The various 
conditions can, however, be more conveniently dis- 
cussed under a series of headings than by separate 
consideration of the conditions attached to the use 
of each designation and this procedure has been 
followed. At the moment it is convenient to state 
that Certified and Grade A (Tuberculin Tested) milk 
is the produce of tubercle-free cows. Grade A 
milk is the produce of cows which have not been 
subjected to the tuberculin test, but which are sub- 
mitted by the owner to a periodical clinical examin- 
ation by a veterinary surgeon. Milk sold under 
these designations must not at any stage be treated 
by heat, with the exception of Grade A milk, which 
may be pasteurised and sold under the description 
of ‘‘Grade A Milk (Pasteurised).”” Pasteurised milk 
may be derived from any source, provided the con- 
ditions laid down for its treatment by heat are com- 
plied with. 

In England, the central authority responsible for 
the administration of the Order is the Ministry of 
Health, and in Scotland the Scottish Board of Health. 
The. difference in the two central administrative 
bodies has made the issue of separate Orders for 
England and Scotland necessary. Fundamentally the 


English and Scottish Orders bear a close resemblance, 
but there are important differences in detail to which 
attention will in due course be directed. 


(1) Licensing Authorities. 

The authorities to whom has been entrusted 
responsibility for the issue of licences permitting the 
sale of milk under any of the designations prescribed 
in the Order differ in England and Scotland. A very 
simple procedure has been arranged in Scotland, 
under which each Local Authority under the Public 
Health (Scotland) Act, 1897, is responsible for the 
administration of the Order, and for the issue of 
licences within its own area, subject to the provision 
that before granting any licences the Local Authority 
must have satisfied the Scottish Board of Health 
that it has made appropriate arrangements for seeing 
that the conditions under which licences are granted 
are complied with. In England, several different 
bodies are concerned with the issue of licences and 
with the supervision of the conditions under which 
the different grades of milk are produced and dis- 
tributed. The Ministry of Health is the licensing 
authority for producers of Certified and Grade A 
(Tuberculin Tested) milk, and exercises supervision 
over the conditions of production. The County 
Council or County Borough Council (as the case may 
be) is the licensing authority for producers of Grade A 
milk, and exercises supervision over the conditions 
of production of this milk. The same licensing 
authority issues licences for the retail sale of Grade A 
milk to producers who bottle the milk on and retail 
it from the premises where it is produced, but have no 
other retailing premises. The District Council or 
Town Council (as the case may be) is the licensing 
authority for dealers and distributors of all grades 
of milk, including pasteurised milk, and is responsible 
for the execution of the Order so far as applicable 
to the premises of dealers and distributors. It will 
thus be seen that so far as licensing authorities are 
concerned, the arrangements in Scotland are much 
simpler and more easily workable than in England. 
Nevertheless it is perhaps fortunate that the number 
of applications for licences for the sale of milk in 
Scotland, under any of the special designations, has 
so far been limited. A few weeks before the Order 
came into operation, Local Authorities were called 
on to make the arrangements necessary for its exe- 
cution and to submit a scheme to the Board of Health 
for approval. This was obviously impossible in the 
time available, but the temporary difficulty was 
surmounted by the issue of provisional licences of 
short currency, pending completion and approval of 
the Local Authorities’ arrangements. These have been 
steadily matured. 


(3) Veterinary Officers. 

“ Veterinary Surgeon” is defined in the Scottish 
Order as a Member of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons, but the English Order contains no definition. 
It would thus appear that a registered existing 
practitioner and a person holding only the Diploma 
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of the Highland and Agricultural Society may com- 
petently carry out the duties of a Veterinary Surgeon 
under the Order in England, but not in Scotland. 
Clinical examinations are to be carried out by veter- 
inary surgeons nominated by the licensing authority. 
In England, the concurrence of the Minister of Health 
in the nomination must be obtained, but the question 
of concurrence can scarcely be said to arise, except 
in respect of the clinical examinations of Grade A 
herds, since in the other cases the Ministry of Health 
is the licensing authority. Local Authorities have 
been informed that until further notice the Minister 
will concur in the nomination of any person, who for 
the time being holds the appointment of local veter- 
inary inspector of the Ministry of Agriculture, or an 
appointment as Veterinary Inspector to a Local 
Authority under the Diseases of. Animals Acts. 
Apparently, the nomination of a veterinary surgeon 
employed by a Local Authority solely in public health 
work will not receive the automatic approval of the 
Minister, but must be submitted for his specific 
concurrence. 

Veterinary surgeons who apply the tuberculin 
tests to Certified and Grade A (Tuberculin Tested) 
herds must be approved by the Minister. It is 
scarcely possible to conceive that a veterinary surgeon 
nominated by the Ministry with the concurrence of the 
Minister for the purposes of the clinical examinations 
would not also be the veterinary surgeon approved 
by the Minister for the prescribed tuberculin tests, and 
it is therefore rather difficult to decide whether the 
difference in the wording is intended to have any 
significance. It may be that the difference is in- 
tended to provide for the case of a single animal 
which it is proposed to test prior to purchase for 
addition to a licensed herd when the test has to be 
made in a locality some distance from that at which 
the licensed herd is situated. It is reasonable to 
assume that a local authority, if consulted by the 
Ministry, would submit for approval the name of the 
local Veterinary Inspector who acts for them in respect 
of Grade A milk and for other purposes, and, in 
practice, it may have proved that local Veterinary 
Inspectors are approved and employed forthe purpose, 
but the Minister need not refer to local conditions or 
personalities. 

In Scotland the procedure is much simpler. Nom\- 
ination of a veterinary surgeon by the Local Authority 
for the clinical examinations and the tuberculin tests 
is all that is necessary. The Scottish Board has 
suggesied to local authorities that where whole-time 
veterinary officers are already in the service they should 
be nominated for the purposes of the Order, but if 
no whole-time officer is employed, the veterinary 
surgeon approved for the purpose of the Public 
Health (Scotland) Act or the veterinary surgeon 
designated by the Ministry of Agriculture under the 
Diseases of Animals Acts should be nominated. 

Noiwithstanding the apparent simplicity of the 
Scottish procedure, some inconvenience occurs in 
practice, when it is necessary to make additions to 
a licensed herd from outside sources. The need for 


additions is constantly arising and is obvious in 
regard to the purchase of bulls. No animal may be 
added to a tubercle-free herd unless it is transferred 
from a similar licensed herd or unless it has passed a 
prescribed tuberculin tesi, carried out by a veterinary 
surgeon nominated by the Local Authority immediately 
before it is added. If a purchase be made locally 
the prescribed test can be easily arranged, but in- 
convenience and difficulty arise when a purchase 
is to be made from a distant herd. A certificate of a 
tuberculin test applied by a local veterinary surgeon 
is not valid under the Order unless he is specially 
nominated for the purpose. Provided the Local 
Authority and their officials administer the Order 
in a broadminded spirit the inconvenience may, 
however, be minimised without in any way modifying 
the essential purposes of the Order. 

In Scotland the local authority has no responsibiliiy 
for the payment or for the recovery of fees chargeable 
for the clinical examinations and tuberculin tests. 
The veterinary surgeon, though nominated by the 
Local Authority, is paid by the owner of the licensed 
herd. Presumably the same principle is applicable to 
England, but I have no information on this point. 


(3) Clinical Examinations. 

Producers must submit with their applications for 
a licence, a veterinary surgeon’s certificate, showing 
the results of a clinical examination of the herd 
carried out not more than three months before the 
date of the application in the case of Certified and 
Grade A (Tuberculin Tested) Milk and not more than 
one month before the date of application in the case 
of Grade A milk. (In Scotland the period must not 
in any case exceed one month). Thereafter, a 
licensed Certified or Grade A (Tuberculin Tested) 
herd must be examined every six months and the 
milk cows belonging to a Grade A herd every three 
months. (In Scotland the examination is to be 
made three times yearly, at intervals of not less than 
three nor more than five months). The certificate 
showing the results of the examination is to be furn- 
ished to the licensing authority within seven days. 

The provisions of the Order in respect of the clinical 
examination of licensed herds constitute in my view 
a very weak feature. A certificate of a clinical 
examination, eight, ten, or eleven weeks old, is quite 
in order when submitted with an application for a 
“ certified ” licence, although it has ceased to have 
any value through lapse of time. An application 
for a Grade A licence may be supported by a certifi- 
cate one month old and the certificate is valid although 
thirty days after the date which it bears, it has ceased 
to be a criterion of the health of the herd to which it 
refers. Similarly the intervals between the clinical 
examinations after the licence is granted are too long. 
The inadequacy of a three-monthly clinical examin- 
ation is obvious when it is remembered that Grade 
A herds are not composed of tested animals. An 
interval of one month between clinical inspections 
is both reasonable and practicable, and I think 
clinical examinations at intervals of one month are 
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necessary in the interests of the consumer, and more 
especially so in the non-tested Grade A herds. 

It is hardly possible to deny that by the grant of a 
licence, the licensing authority assumes a moral 
responsibility in regard to the health of the herd 
from which the graded milk is produced, and it is 
very doubtful if this responsibility is adequately met 
by imposing on the owner of the herd an obligation 
to present a certificate showing the results of a clinical 
eXamination at intervals of three or six months as 
the case may be. 

T do not favour the principle under which a licensing 
authority grants licences on information supplied 
by and at the expense of the producer. The position 
would be less open to crivicism if the necessary in- 
formation were obtained through persons appointed 
and paid by the licensing authority and wholly 
responsible to them. This would not debar the local 
authority from recovering from the licensee the costs 
which have been incurred. 

The Minisiry of Health (Memo 77/Foods) specifies 
certain diseases for the detection of which particular 
observation is to be made during the course of the 
clinical examination of the milk cows of a licensed 
herd. The diseases enumerated are :—tuberculosis 
of the udder, indurated udder, enlargement of the 
supramammary glands, tuberculosis with emaciation, 
chronic cough with definite clinical evidence of 
tuberculosis (presumably this includes demonstration 
of tubercle bacilli in the expectorate), anthrax, foot 
and mouth disease, mastitis, abscess of the udder, 
and retained placenta. Animals certified to be 
affected with any of these diseases or with any other 
disease likely to affect the milk injuriously are to be 


removed temporarily or permanently from the herd | 


according as the condition is of a temporary or 
permanent character. 

The owner of a licensed herd who has fallen under 
the obligation to remove an animal permanently 
from the herd must inform the licensing authority 
how it has been disposed of, but he is free to dispose 
of it in such manner as his conscience permits or 
directs. The position in respect of the cow with 
tuberculous mastitis or any other injurious disease of 
a permanent character therefore remains unaltered, 
and experience has shown that too frequently disposal 
of these animals simply means a change of the locus 
from which milk continues to be produced for human 
use. An obligation to inform the licensing authority 
how the animal has been disposed of may elicit 
information of a sufficiently explicit character to 
permit of the cow being traced to her new destination, 
but more frequently this hope will not be realised. 

I do not agree with the view that a cow affected with 
enlargement of the supramammary glands should 
on that account alone be excluded from a dairy herd. 
Enlargement of these structures frequently occurs in a 
sound udder during the early weeks of lactation, 
and it is then a normal physiological occurrence. 
Enlargement is not a common feature of tuberculosis 
of the supramammary glands. It is only very 
exceptionally present and I base that statement on 
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the post-mortem examination of a large number of 
tuberculous supramammary glands occurring in 
association with tuberculosis of the udder and in- 
dependently of it. I cannot recall a single case of 
tuberculosis of the supramammary glands in which 
enlargement exisied to an excent sufficient to permit 
of ante-mortem recognition, 


(4) Tuberculin Tests. 


Producers of Certified and Grade A (Tubereulin 
Tes'ed) Milk are required to lodge with their applica- 
tion for a licence, a certificate of a prescribed tuberculin 
test applied within three months of the date of applica- 
tion and thereafter to cause every animal of the 
licensed herd to be subjected to a tuberculin test at 
intervals of six months. Reactors are to be immedi- 
ately removed from the herd and the licensing authority 
is to be informed how they have been disposed of. 
Apparently the owner of the herd may retain the 
reactor in his possession if he satisfies the licensing 
authority that the condition as to the complete 
isolation of the herd from all other cattle is complied 
wiih, and that the milk from the reactor will not be 
sold under the licence. Each case will require 
individual consideration, but generally speaking, 
removal of the reacting animal from the premises 
on which the licensed herd is housed will prove the 
only satisfactory means of ensuring the isolation 
required by the Order. 

A very judicious provision has been made in the 
Scottish Order which might with advantage be 
extended to England. Provided a licensed herd 
has successfully passed two prescribed tuberculin 
tests at intervals of six months without any reaction 
and also provided that during the interval, no animal 
has been introduced into the herd unless from a 
similar tested and licensed herd, the tuberculin tesis 
need only be applied subsequently at intervals of 
twelve months. 

The conditions to be observed in the application 
of the tests are set forth in memos which have been 
issued with the Orders. Briefly summarised, they 
are as follows :—Three pre-injection temperatures 
are to be taken at three-hourly intervals. (Scotland— 
one pre-injection temperature immediately before 
injection). Animals showiwg over this period a 
temperature persistently higher than the average 
normal of all the animals of the herd must be excluded 
from the test. Ophthalmic and subcutaneous tests 
are to be applied simultaneously. Post-injection 
temperatures are to be taken at intervals of three 
hours, beginning at the sixth hour and continued to 
the eighteenth hour, with extension to the twenty- 
first hour in animals which show a rise of temperature 
at the eighteenth hour, but the rise is less than a 
reaction. (Scotland—post-injection temperatures 
begin at the ninth hour). Temperatures must be 
taken by the veterinary surgeon personally or under 
his direct supervision. The results of the eye test 
are to be recorded to the eighteenth hour. (Scotland 
—if any discharge is observed at the eighteenth 
hour, observation is to be centinued to the forty 
eighth hour. This obviously is meant to apply only 
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to doubtful cases). A ceriificate on the prescribed 
form, showing the result of the tests, together with 
the name of the maker of the tuberculin, is to be 
furnished to the licensing authority within seven days. 
The injection of any animal belonging to the herd 
with tuberculin during the intervals between official 
tests is prohibited. 

Without entering on a discussion of the tuberculin 
test, it will suffice to say that the conditions laid 
down in the Scottish Order are sufficient to ensure 
that the essential objects of the Order are attained. 
The questions of the standardisation and the control 
of tuberculin are also involved. In a great many 
instances it is necessary to exclude an individual 
animal from a test on account of the imminence of 
calving or other passing cause. I think that the 
veterinary surgeon applying the test should be free 
to exercise some measure of discretion in all such 
cases, provided the individual and the herd have a 
clean test record and the position in regard to 
admissions is satisfactory. For instance, under these 
circumstances, a negative ophthalmic test should be 
sufficient evidence in respect of the calver without 
the necessity of carrying through a double test at a 
later date. 


(5) Marking of Animals, Isolation, etc. 

The animals belonging to a licensed herd must be 
marked for identification and a register of the herd 
is to be kept. These conditions are not applicable 
to Grade A herds in Scotland. Certified and Grade 
A (Tuberculin Tested) herds must be kept at all time 
isolated from other cattle. These herds must, 
therefore, include the bull. The cows in milk 
belonging to a Grade A herd are to be kept separate 
from all other cows in milk. Although such an 
occurrence is very improbable, there appears to be 
nothing in the Orders to prevent a producer maintain- 
ing a licensed Grade A herd and a non-licensed herd 
on the same premises, so long as the two are kept 
separate. 


(6) Other conditions applicable to Grade A herds. 


(a) No animal, which to the knowledge of the owner 
of a Grade A herd has at any time reacted to a tuber- 
culin test, shall form part of or be added to the herd. 
This provision is new ; the 1922 Order contained no 
provision of a corresponding character. A great 
deal may be said in its favour, but it has very material 
disadvantages. In illustration, the following particu- 
lars of a specific case may be cited. The owner of 
a herd caused his dairy stock to be tested with tuber- 
culin at regular intervals with the object of gradually 
building up a tubercle-free herd. After the issue of 
the 1922 Order he applied for a Grade A licence which 
was granted. If the terms of the 1923 Order are to 
be complied with, he is now under the necessity of 
disposing of his reactors or of relinquishing his licence. 
The owner of a licensed Grade A herd, whose stock 
has never been tested is not placed under a similar 
disability. There is a still stronger objection to the 
condition. It is the producer who is sufficiently 
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progressive to adopt the methods necessary to obtain 
a licence to sell Grade A milk who is most likely to 
give favourable consideration to the possibility of 
building up a clean tubercle-free herd from his existing 
stock and he should receive every encouragement 
and assistance to make the attempt. The terms of 
the Order exclude him from doing so whilst he holds 
a Grade A licence. It is surely possible without great 
difficulty to draft a provision which would prohibit 
the wilful purchase of known reactors for the purpose 
of adding them to a licensed Grade A herd, and which 
would not act as a bar to an effort to build up a 
tubercle-free herd from an existing stock which in- 
cluded a percentage of reactors. 


(b) If at any time it is shown to the satisfaction of 
the licensing authority that tubercle bacilli are present 
in the milk, the owner of the herd is required at his 
own expense to take the steps necessary to locate 
the animals which are diseased and to remove them 
from the herd. This is quite a reasonable condition 
provided the offending animal mainfests clinical 
evidence of disease which will permit of its location. 
If, however, no clinical evidence of disease is manifest, 
the detection of the offending animal is more difficult, 
more expensive and can only be accomplished under 
expert guidance. It seems appropriate to ask 
whether or not the licensing authority has any moral 
obligations under these circumstances, 


(7) Bacterial Counts. 


Graded milk must conform to bacterial standards 
which are laid down in the schedule to the Orders. 
It is recommended that licensing authorities in the 
case of Grade A milk, should require the applicants 
to have one or more samples of their milk bacterio- 
logically examined and should satisfy themselves 
that the results of the examinations are such as to 
make it reasonably probable that the milk will comply 
with the prescribed tesis at the time of distribution. 
Milk may be sampled at any time before delivery to 
the consumer and monthly tests of graded milk are 
advised. The bacterial standards laid down are as 
follows :— 


Not more than 30,000 
bacteria per 

No coliform bacilli in 5th 

Not more than 200,000 
bacteria per c.c. 


Certified Milk 


Grade A (Tuberculin 
Tested Milk 


Grade A Milk No coliform bacilli in 
qhoth c.c. 
, To Ist January, 1924, not 
more than 50,000 bacteria 
per c.c. 
No coliform bacilli in 
Grade A Milk yooth c.c. 

(Pasteurised) ) After Ist January, 1924, 
not more than 30,000 
bacteria per c.c. § 

No coliform bacilli in ;';th 
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(To Ist January, 1924, not 
more than 200,000 bac- 
teria per c.c. 

| After Ist January, 1924, not 
more than 100,000 bac- 
teria per c.c. 

Detailed instructions are issued as to the procedure to 
be followed in making an estimate of the numbers of 
bacteria present in the milk. The counts are to be 
made from the inoculated plates after cultivation for 
forty-eight hours at 37°C. 

The subject of bacterial counts in relation to milk, 
would itself provide ample material for a paper. 
It is, therefore, quite impossible to make more than a 
brief reference to it. A great deal of confusion exists 
on the subject and evidence of much loose thinking 
has appeared in print. At its best an estimate of 
the numbers of bacteria in milk constitutes an uncer- 
tain guide as to the cleanliness of milk. The whole 
of the factors associated with a particular milk require 
to be known and taken into consideration before an 
attempt is made to interpret the significance of the 
numbers of bacteria present in it. The kinds of 
bacteria present in the milk are of much greater 
significance than mere numbers, but the ordinary 
bacterial counts are not concerned with the types of 
bacteria present. Significance is attached to the 
bacteria which grow at body temperature only. In 
the methods specified, no consideration is given to 
growth at room temperature, and it is to be 
remembered that under normal conditions in the 
average household, the milk is retained at room 
temperature. It has been our experience to meet 
with samples of milk which gave a bacterial count 
after forty-eight hours’ cultivation at body temper- 
ature well within the limits specified in the Order for 
Grade A milk, but which at room temperature showed 
a bacterial content very greatly in excess of those 
requirements. Without information as to the kinds 
of bacteria which had grown at body temperature, 
it is impossible to say that they possessed any greater 
significance than those which had grown at room 
temperature. Further, all graded milk is sold in 
sealed bottles. After standing a short time the 
cream rises in the neck of the bottle and constitutes 
an almost complete air lock between the underlying 
milk and the small amount of air included within 
the seal. Does this condition permit of the growth 
of anerobes if present in the milk? If so, to what 
extent do they influence its quality ? 

I do not wish it to be assumed that I attach no 
value to bacterial counts in connection with milk. 
In my view, they are capable of being made to serve 
a very useful purpose in the work of milk inspection, 
but there is a tendency to attach to the mere counting 
of numbers a greater significance than rightly belongs 
to them. My object is rather to suggest restraint to 
the enthusiast, and to indicate that the value attaching 
to the routine bacterial count has decided limits. 


(8) Fat Content. 


The ordinary presumptive standard of 3 per cent. 
fat and 8-5 per cent. non-fatty solids applies to graded 


Pasteurised Milk 


milk in England, but the Scottish Order provides 
that all graded milk except pasveurised milk, 
shall have a butter fat content of 3-5 percent. This 
standard was fixed in agreement with the producers 
of graded milk in Scotland, who apparently felt 
they would experience no difficulty in complying 
with it. I think this is a very wholesome provision, 
which ensures that the purchaser of graded milk, 
for which a higher price is paid, will not only secure 
the benefits associated with the collection and 
distribution of milk in accordance with modern ideas, 
but will also receive in higher food value an equivalent 
for his additional outlay. 


(9) Other conditions applicable to graded milk. 

These are general in character, and need not be 
detailed for the purpose of this paper. They include 
the provision of equipment and the making of arrange 
ments to the satisfaction of the licensing authority 
for the collection, storage, handling and distribution 
of milk, for the bottling of graded milk either on 
the premises of the producer or of the distributor, 
for the granting of facilities for inspection and the 
taking of samples, and for keeping records of sales 
and purchases. Graded milk must not be treated 
by heat, but Grade A milk may be pasteurised. The 
term pasteurised must then be prefixed to the pre- 
scribed designation before sale. Provision is made 
for a score card assessment of the premises of 
producers and distributors. 


(10) Pasteurised Milk. 

The term pasteurised, as applied to milk, means 
under the Order that the milk must be “ retained at a 
temperature of not less than 145 F. and not more 
than 150 F. for at least half an hour,and be immediately 
cooled to a temperature of not more than 55°F.” 
(Scotland—-the cooler must be efficiently protected). 
Pasteurised milk need not be bottled, but every 
vessel containing the milk must bear a_ suitable 
label with the words “ Pasteurised Milk.” The 
provision which was to be found in the 1922 Order 
to the effect that the label must bear the date of 
pasteurisation has, unfortunately, been withdrawn. 
After pasteurisation the milk must conform to a 
bacterial standard, to which reference has already 
been made. No type of pasteurising apparatus is 
specified, except that it must be such as is satisfactory 
to the licensing authority. 

The prohibition of the use of the description 
** pasteurised ” in connection with the sale of milk, 
except in relation to milk which has been subjected 
to an efficient process of treatment, constitutes, in 
my view, the most useful and valuable part of the 
Order. Pasteurisation by the “flash” process is 
almost wholly a commercial procedure. It is not 
prohibited under the Order, and distributors may, if 
they so desire, continue to treat milk by this process, 
but such milk may not be sold as “ pasteurised.” 
It is to be noted, however, that the full requirements 
as to pasteurisation by the holding process do not 
come into operation until Ist January, 1924. Until 
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that date, provided the milk conforms to the bacterial 
standard laid down for pasteurised milk, the require- 
ments of the Order “ shall be deemed to be satisfied 
if the milk is treated not more than once by a suitable 
heating process and immediately cooled to a temper- 
ature not exceeding 55°F.” It was obvious immedi- 
ately the conditions which had to be observed in 
respect of the sale of milk under the designation 
pasteurised were laid down that the distributing 
milk trade would require to adjust their machinery 
and arrangements to comply with the requirements. 
Delay to permit of these adjustments was inevitable, 
and the difficulties of the trade were not lessened by 
the limited supplies of the necessary machinery 
which were available in this country. A compromise 
appears therefore to have been effected under which 
present procedures received official recognition until 
Ist January, 1924, but would cease to be accepted 
after that date. No harm would have resulted in the 
postponement of that part of the Order which relates 
to pasteurisation for six months or longer, if necessary, 
to permit the milk trade to adjust its plant and 
machinery to the new conditions. The strength of 
the case for demanding an efficient process of 
pasteurisation would not have been in the slightest 
degree weakened thereby, and it would have been 
infinitely preferable to a compromise along the lines 
which have been followed in the Order. 

The Scottish Order provides that the milk must be 
cooled immediately after pasteurisation to a temper- 
ature of not more than 50°F. Until Ist January, 
1924, the bacterial content must not be more than 
50,000 bacteria per c.c., and after that date not more 
than 30,000 bacteria per c.c. and no coliform bacilli in 
jth c.c. I believe amendment of the Order is to 
be made in these respects to bring it into conformity 
with the English Order. Refrigerating apparatus is 
necessary to reduce the temperature of milk down to 
50°F. Even in winter the temperature of milk will 
rarely be reduced below 53°F. by means of ordinary 
tap water, 2 

Mr. Gorton, in introducing his paper, said he was 
first tempted to be rather strongly critical. On 
second thoughts, however, he thought it would be 
a very much wiser policy to criticise the Act and 
Orders in as moderate terms as possible, and he had 
attempted throughout to make his criticisms on 
moderate lines. He should like to emphasise one or 
two points which were referred to in general terms in 
the paper. 

The first was that it appeared to him that in the 
original Orders there was too much evidence of 
drafting by the man who had been sitting in a chair 
in the office, and not sufficient evidence of the experi- 
ence which was only available to the man working 
in the field. The amendments which had been made 
were still lacking the practical experience of the man 
in the field, and he thought there was little doubt 
that in certain respects further amendment of the 
Orders would be required. The second was that 
it seemed to him that in certain respects which he 
had mentioned in his paper the Orders were based 
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on unsound principles. The last was that the Orders 
were a form of classes of legislation, inasmuch as if 
they became generally operative they would have 
the effect of concentrating in certain channels milk 
of the best qualities which would be available for 
those who could afford to pay for them, leaving the 
poorer qualities only available for those less able to 
pay. In these respects it seemed to him that the 
Orders were open to adverse criticism. 


DISCUSSION. 


Mr. H. L. Torrance (Sheffield) : 1 wish to express 
my sincere thanks to the Committee of this Associa- 
tion for the great honour they have done me by asking 
me to open this discussion. It was a very great and 
most pleasant surprise to me, and my only fear now 
is that I may disappoint them and you. 

As I dare say we all expected, Mr. Gofton has given 
us a most interesting, lucid, and instructive paper, 
which is a very excellent explanatory summary of the 
Milk and Dairies (Amendment) Act, 1922, and the 
Milk (Special Designation) Order, 1923. 

Legislation in connection with the control of milk 
production and its distribution is in its infancy, and 
although the Milk and Dairies (Amendment) Act of 
1922 gives the Local Authority very considerable 
and most necessary powers, it is generally admitted, 
I think, that it is merely a temporary expedient until 
the Milk and Dairies (Amendment) Act of 1915 is 
put into force. It is a very definite advancement 
that under Section 2 of the Amendment Act the 
Council of the Local Authority have to keep two 
registers of people carrying on the milk trade—one of 
persons carrying on the trade of retail purveyor of 
milk and the other of persons carrying on any other 
trade to which the enactment or Order relates (7.e., 
the Contagious Diseases (Animals) Act, 1878, Sect. 
34, and the Dairies, Cowsheds and Milkshops Order, 
1885). 

According to the Dairies, Cowsheds and Milkshops 
Order, 1885, there are two exceptions to registration : 


(1) A person who carries on the trade of a cow- 
keeper or dairyman for the purpose only of making 
and selling butter or cheese, or both, and who does 
not carry on the trade of purveyor of milk shall not, 
for the purpose of registration, be deemed to be a 
person carrying on the trade of cowkeeper or dairy- 
man, and need not be registered. 


(2) A person who sells milk of his own cows in 
small quantities to his workmen or neighbours for 
their accommodation shall not for the purpose of 
registration be deemed, by reason only of such selling, 
to be a person carrying on the trade of cowkeeper, 
dairyman, or purveyor of milk, and need not by 
reason thereof be registered. 

That those two exceptions to registration are 
permitted is a matter for regret, because it appears 
to me that the inspection of cows and cowsheds on a 
cheese and butter-making farm is of the utmost 
importance to help to prevent the organisms of 
disease and filth contaminating the produce. 
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In the second case, where a gentleman keeps one 
or two cows to supply his family and servants with 
milk, it would be unnecessary, I think, to enforce 
registration, because he is likely to have frequent 
inspection of his cows by his veterinary practitioner, 
and if he has not, and one of his cows develops T.B. 
mastitis, the members of his own household would 
be the sufferers, and the object of legislation is to 
protect the general public. The case of a person who 
keeps cows and sells milk to his neighbours is quite 
different, however. This man generally has some 
other occupation than cowkeeping, which, as it is 
only a side line, does not as a rule receive the atten- 
tion it should. The milk is usually retailed from 
the door, i.e., not delivered or taken round in a cart, 
and I know of one instance where a man sold about 
eight gallons in this way daily. The Local Authority 
made an effort to have him registered, but they lost 
their case in a Court of Law. I quite agree with Mr. 
Gofton that it is “ difficult to appreciate the reasons 
for limitation of the power of refusal or removal to 
the retail purveyor of milk.” A producer who applies 
for registration is automatically registered, and then 
if his premises, cows, or methods are unsatisfactory, 
they have to be improved by the persuasive powers 
of inspecting officials, which in many cases is unsatis- 
factory, because there are still a number of milk 
producers who look on inspections and modern 
methods of producing clean milk as quite unnecessary, 
and cannot understand why they should be “ inter- 
fered with,” as they express it. 


Some of the legal powers under the Milk and 
Dairies Orders are very difficult to enforce, and in 
order to ensure that all the instructions contained 
therein are carried out, it would be necessary to live 
on the farm. The farmer’s interpretation of the 
instructions laid down is very different from ours; 
for example, in Sect. 5 of the Dairies, Cowsheds and 
Milkshops Order, “* A person following the trade of a 
cowkeeper or dairyman shall cause every dairy and 
cowshed in his occupation to be thoroughly cleansed 
from time to time as often as may be necessary to 
keep the same in clean and wholesome condition.” 
The idea of one milk producer of a clean and whole- 
some condition is very different from that of another 
and both may be well below what we might call a 
reasonable standard. I remember once going into a 
cowshed which had a very shallow dung channel 
overflowing with manure, and the filthy condition of 
the cows beggared description. If they had not 
wagged their tails one would not have known them 
from the manure heap. I need hardly say this state 
of affairs did not exist in the city of Sheffield. I 
asked the farmer if he thought he could produce 
clean milk from those cows, and he replied that he 
would guarantee that his milk was the cleanest milk 
going into the city, and he added, you should see the 
amount of dirt we get on the sieve. That is the 
state of affairs on many farms to-day. Dirt in milk 
to such people simply means hairs, manure, bedding, 
etc., and they imagine if they can get rid of the grosser 
particles the milk is clean and wholesome. It is a 


most astonishing fact that a producer can supply milk 
of an unlimited bacterial content and get market 
value for it, and yet the Authorities can take no action. 
In my opinion, a certain bacterial standard, based 
on the number of B. coli per c.c. ought to be estab- 
lished, beyond which no producer can go and still 
sell his milk for human consumption. Where a 
producer cannot keep below the standard the Local 
Authority ought to have power to withdraw his 
licence or remove him from the register. If the 
Local Authority had this power, I feel that a great 
advance would have been made to improve the 
cleanliness of milk. 

Section 5, prohibition of the sale of tubercular 
milk, is, I hope we will all admit, one of the most 
useful clauses in the Milk and Dairies (Amendment) 
Act, 1922. It does not give us the powers we would 
like or that are necessary, but it gives us a very useful 
lever to ensure slaughter of the great majority of 
cows suffering from tuberculous mastitis. I agree 
with Mr. Gofton when he says that ‘‘ The re-intro- 
duction of the T.B. Order, 1914, is the necessary 
corollary to this section,” but I do not agree with 
the second part of the sentence where he states that 
‘until the powers contained in that Order again 
become effective, the value of this section will remain 
in a considerable measure illusory.” In most cases 
of T.B. mastitis there is a sufficiently definite indura- 
tion of the udder which ought to be detected by the 
farmer when he examines the udders of his cows, 
which he should do regularly to protect himself. If 
he finds a cow with an indurated udder, then the 
responsibility rests with him to find out whether 
the induration is due to tuberculosis or not. If he 
calls in a veterinary surgeon to examine a suspected 
cow or cows, then he is legally not responsible for the 
sale of tubercular milk from these animals, if the 
veterinary surgeon says that tubercular mastitis 
does not exist. This shows how necessary it is that 
the veterinary surgeon should exercise great care in 
diagnosing T.B. mastitis, and it is not by any means 
easy, in certain cases, unless one waits for the report 
of the biological test, and that means about 28 days. 
One ought to be absolutely definite before expressing 
an opinion, as under this, clause the effect may be 
far reaching. If a veterinary inspector of a Local 
Authority finds a cow suffering from tuberculous 
mastitis, where the induration is sufficiently definite 
to be detected by the farmer, then I think he is quite 
justified in asking the owner to slaughter the cow. 
Where the owner refuses to do so, if forceful per- 
suasion fails, one is quite entitled to threaten prosecu- 
tion ; and of two evils the slaughter of the cow is cer- 
tainly the lesser ; in fact, it is distinctly to the farmer’s 
advantage. This I think you will admit is a most 
useful power ; it is not perfect by any means, but it 
is a good progressive step in the right direction. 


THe MILK (SPECIAL DESIGNATIONS) ORDER, 1923. 


This Order, like the spirit of the Act under which 
it is framed, is an effort to produce milk of different 
designations or grades of purity, so that the public, 
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if desirous and prepared to pay for it, can receive 
milk produced and sold according to the regulations 
laid down for that particular grade. 

Certified” and ‘‘ Grade A (Tuberculin-tested) 
milk are of a very high standard indeed, and are the 
only grades of milk sold which one can guarantee 
free from tubercle bacilli. In consequence of the 
heavy expense entailed in its production, in order to 
make the business a commercial success a proportion- 
ate increase is necessary on the retail price, and this, 
unfortunately, greatly limits the sale of a most valuable 
commodity. Grade A milk is sold about 1d. per 
quart more than ordinary milk, but it is very likely 
frequently to contain tubercle bacilli on account of 
the long interval, ¢.e., three months, between the 
clinical examinations of the cows in the herd. So 
far as the prevention of surgical tuberculosis in 
children is concerned, the ungraded milk of many 
cities, where a routine veterinary inspection of the 
cows is carried out at shorter intervals, is almost 
certain to be more free from tubercle bacilli. 


From the national point of view the improvement 
of the health of the masses is what we ought to ain 
at, and I do not see how this can be done by increasing 
the price through grading. To put it plainly, it is 
simply increasing the price for a better article to 
those who can afford it, and the poor who require 
the most protection have to buy and consume the 
lowest grade. The great majority of cases of tuber- 
culosis of bovine origin occur among the working 
classes, some of whom to some extent are predisposed 
to disease on account of the unfortunate conditions 
under which they have to live. They know very 
little about the food value of milk, its dangers, how 
to protect and store it, and on these grounds I think 
they require special consideration. When the Milk 
and Dairies (Amendment) Act, 1915, becomes opera- 
tive,and not till then, can we expect any really definite 
improvement in the purity of the milk consumed by 
the general public. 

The system of licensing seems rather laborious, 
but I believe in practice works very well, and is not 
nearly so complicated as it appears to be. Section 
10 of the Order states that, ‘* A licensing authority 
may delegate to a committee of the authority, with 
or without restrictions or conditions as they think 
fit, all or any of their powers under this Order.” In’ 
most cases the working of the Orders connected with 
milk are carried out under the supervision of the 
Health Committee. Although Veterinary Surgeon 
is not defined in the English Order, it is very difficult 
to conceive of a registered existing practitioner or a 
person holding the Diploma of the Highland and 
Agricultural Society carrying out the work under 
the Order,as the veterinary surgeon has to be approved 
by the Ministry of Health, and that one would think 
ought to be a sufficient guarantee of his competence 
for the office. In the English Order the nomination 
of a veterinary surgeon by the Ministry of Health to 
carry out the clinical examinations and do the tuber- 
culin test is certainly too complicated, and some 
amendment on the lines of the Scottish Order would 


be a distinct advantage. In England as in Scotland 
the veterinary surgeon approved by the Authority is 
paid by the producer whose cattle he examines or 
tests. I do not know what fee the veterinary surgeon 
charges for this examination, but when one considers 
how much work and moral responsibility is entailed, 
I should imagine it must be a pretty heavy burden 
on the producer. For instance, take the clinical 
examination of a herd for a certificate to sell Grade A 
milk, which has to be carried out every three months. 
What a very thorough and extensive examination 
is necessary. All temperatures taken, chests auscul- 
tated, and, if need be, microscopic examination of 
the expectorate of suspicious cases for the tubercle 
bacillus. The udder must be palpated, and if there 
is any induration, unless it is a clear case of acute 
mastitis, it may be necessary to make a microscopical 
examination of the secretion from the indurated 
quarter or quarters, and if one fails to find tubercle 
bacilli in a suspicious case, the biological test will 
then be necessary. Where there is a vaginal dis- 
charge one will have to eliminate the possibility of a 
retained placenta. All this expense the farmer will 
have to bear. Can the trade stand this burden ? 
I doubt it. 


I disagree with the statement in the paper that 
* Enlargement is not a common feature of tuber- 
culosis of the supramammary glands.” In all the 
post-mortem examinations I have made on cases of 
T.B. mastitis, I have found the supramammary 
lymphatic gland related to the diseased quarter 
enlarged. It is very difficult to say from a naked 
eye examination of the supramammary gland in 
early cases whether tuberculosis is present or not, 
because it is only in the old-standing cases that one 
finds typical tubercle nodules. But if tubercle bacilli 
are present in the gland, then whether there are 
lesions visible to the naked eye or not, I think one is 
justified in saying that that gland is tuberculous. 
If the udder is tuberculous, then the gland or glands 
related to the diseased portion will contain tubercle 
bacilli, and these glands will be enlarged. The late 
Professor Délépine had said that the earliest indica- 
tion of tuberculosis of the supramammary lymphatic 
gland is a convexity or slight bulging of the cut 
surface when the gland is incised. This is due to the 
fact that the glandular substance is swelling more 
rapidly than the capsule of the organ is increasing to 
accommodate it, and consequently the cut surface 
bulges when incised. 


I am at variance with the essayist, too, over the 
value of the enlarged supramammary lymphatic 
gland as an aid to the diagnosis of tuberculous mas- 
titis. In my opinion it is of very great service indeed. 
I maintain that if a hind-quarter of the udder is 
tuberculous, the lymphatic gland related to it will be 
enlarged, and as the examination for T.B. mastitis 
is generally carried out on cows which are in “ milk- 
ing” condition, it can very frequently be felt, and it 
should always be looked for. In connection with 
the milk supply to the city of Sheffield, we find about 
70 to 80 cases of tuberculous mastitis annually, and 
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we have the advantage of a post-mortem examination 
on a very large percentage of them, so that I do not 
make those statements without considerable obser- 
vation. 

T share Mr. Gofton’s views on “ bacterial counts in 
relation to milk.” Numbers are very unreliable as a 
guide to its cleanliness. The best indication of 
fecal contamination is still the B. coli communis, 
and if more than a certain number are present per 
c.c., the milk should be considered unfit for human 
consumption. It is perfectly revolting to think that 
one may be consuming milk heavily contaminated 
with manure. 

It is interesting to note that graded milk in Scotland 
must contain at least 3°5 per cent. of fat, whereas in 
England the recognised legal standard of 3°0 per 
cent. is sufficient, thereby maintaining the old tradi- 
tion that the Scotsman still likes a little more for his 
money than the Englishman. 

I would like to cite the following authentic case of 
what happened when a milk producer applied for a 
licence to sell Grade A milk, and when he received 
that licence his intention was to apply for a licence 
to retail the Grade A milk in the district of another 
Local Authority. 

On April 10th, 1923, the Local Authority in whose 
district the milk was being consumed took a sample 
from a churn at the railway station, which was found 
to contain tubercle bacilli, the bacteriologist’s report 
being received on May 12th, 1923. This Local 
Authority sent a veterinary inspector to examine the 
herd and report. When the inspector reached the 
farm he was told by the producer about his intention 
to sell Grade A milk, and that a mixed sample of milk 
from his herd had been sent on May Ist, 1923, to the 
Local Authority’s laboratory to be tested for the 
presence of tubercle bacilli. The certificate of the 
veterinary surgeon nominated by the Local Authority 
was satisfactory, giving the herd a clean bill of health 
so far as the list of diseases on the certificate was 
concerned. The veterinary inspector from the con- 
suming Local Authority did not find a cow suffering 
from T.B. mastitis; he took two samples—a special 
one and a control sample from the remainder of the 
herd. These samples were sent for the biological 
test on the 13th June, 1923. A month later the 
bacteriologist’s report stated that no tubercle bacilli 
were present in the special sample, but they existed 
in the control sample. The veterinary inspector 
again visited the farm on the 14th June, 1928, and 
made an examination of the cows involved. This 
time he found a clear case of T.B. mastitis, which was 
confirmed microscopically the following day. The 
control sample of the milk from the remainder of the 
herd was returned non-tubercular on the 4th July, 
1923. The sample taken by the producer's Local 
Authority on the Ist May, 1923, was reported on by 
the medical officer of health on the 23rd May, 1923, 
in which certificate he stated that “the specimen 
shows no tubercle bacilli.” 

That is a particularly interesting case for the follow- 
ing reasons :—The producer had all the necessary 
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certificates to entitle him to become a licensed pro- 
ducer of Grade A milk, and yet there was a clinical 
case of T.B. in the milking herd, and the milk was 
tuberculous. 

I should like to ask Mr. Gofton if the Local Author- 
ity consuming the milk had decided to prosecute, 
what would the position of the veterinary surgeon 
who had made the clinical examination be ? 

My candid opinion is that, so far as the general 
public are concerned, there is and there will be no 
material improvement in the milk supply due to the 
introduction of the Milk (Special Designations) Order, 
1923. It is wrong in principle and practice, and has 
excited no enthusiasm in producers, retailers and 
consumers. Sheffield, with a population of about 
half a million, has only one dairyman licensed to sell 
milk of a special designation (certified milk), ten 
gallons of which are sold daily at 54d. per pint. This 
price makes such milk a pure luxury, with the result 
that very little is consumed, and that only by the 
people who as a rule have the best opportunity of 
maintaining a high standard of bodily health, and 
consequently are less likely to suffer from the effects 
of consuming infected or dirty milk. The people 
who cannot afford to pay the high price are just as 
entitled to protection, and they should get it. This 
system of good milk for the rich and dirty milk for 
the poor is unfair. One might justly say, I think, 
it is not British, and therefore I must condemn it. 

Mr. G. P. Mace (Reading) congratulated Mr. 
Gofton on the very lucid manner in which he had 
given them an explanation of the Orders. Although 
he agreed with some of the criticisms of the Bill, he 
should not like to go so far as Mr. Torrance had gone, 
because it was the first attenypt that had been made 
by the Ministry to give credit to those farmers who 
tried to produce clean milk. There had never been 
in this country any encouragement at all to those 
people who had their cows tested and who tried to 
produce clean milk until these Orders came out, and 
he thought that, as veterinary surgeons, they should 
support any endeavour to get a good, clean milk 
supply. He thought the farmers were under the 
impression that if an opportunity was given to pro- 
vide this clean milk, the public would come forward 
and pay just a little more for it for the sake of having 
no tubercle bacilli in it, and for having clean milk. 
Looked at from the economical point of view, the 
milk kept better, and if it was put into bottles and 
sent to the houses of the poor, where they could not 
put it in a refrigerator, it was far more useful to them. 
He thought it was unfortunate that a new grade had 
been inserted—that was Grade A. In his opinion it 
would be better for the veterinary profession and for 
the public if that grade had not been inserted, and 
they had Certified and Grade A (Tuberculin tested). 
There would only be a few people who would produce 
certified milk ; they could not afford to do it, though 
some farmers told him they could do it if only they 
could get 1d. per quart more for it. Mr. Torrance 
suggested that they should examine the lungs and 
for doubtful cases of udder enlargement, etc. If 
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they did all that, they would expect a very good fee, 
and he did not think there would be many farmers 
supplying the Grade A milk. He did not think the 
Ministry meant they should make that drastic examin- 
ation; he thought they simply meant that they 
should examine the cows in the ordinary way, udders 
included. It was a most difficult thing to say, if an 
udder was enlarged, whether it was due to tuber- 
culosis or not. The Orders provided that there 
might be tubercle bacilli in the milk even when the 
cows had been inspected by a veterinary surgeon, 
and released the farmers when the veterinary surgeon 
could not detect all cases of tuberculosis. With 
regard to prosecutions, he had been asked by Local 
Authorities, medical officers of health, and various 
people, how they could hope to establish a prosecution 
if tubercle bacilli were found in the milk? The 
Order said distinctly that the producer must “ know- 
ingly,” in order to be liable to prosecution, have the 
tubercle bacilli in the milk. — First of all the veterinary 
surgeon had to acquaint him of the fact that there 
were tubercle bacilli in the milk, and then if the 
producer did not take steps, he (Mr. Male) took it 
that a prosecution would hold, and the man would 
be liable to a fine. The steps he would have to take 
would be to ask the veterinary surgeon to examine 
the cows and find out which cow had got tubercle 
bacilli in the milk. If he did that, he took it no 
prosecution would hold. Personally, he should be 
sorry to say that he could tell in all cases whether 
enlargement of the udder was due to tuberculosis or 
not. The Ministry of Health seemed to him to be 
very willing to adopt suggestions, and they had 
adopted many; he hoped they would adopt others 
and modify the certificate they were asked to give 
about the examination of a herd. There were many 
things in that which required modification. One 
was in regard to mammary glands. He quite agreed 
with Mr. Gofton that enlarged mammary glands 
were not always a sign of tubercular udder. These 
glands were quite common in many cows. He quite 
agreed that the Tuberculosis Order should come into 
force as speedily as possible. They took all the time 
and trouble and expense to find which cows gave 
tubercular bacilli in the milk, and then the owner was 
allowed to sell the cow, and she went to another 
place, and could go on giving tubercle bacilli. ‘It 
was perfectly ridiculous. The Tuberculosis Order 
only cost the country a comparatively small amount 
per annum, and he did hope that it would be intro- 
duced. 

Major G. W. Dunkin (Canterbury) said the Milk 
(Special Designations) Orders were more important, 
so far as the private practitioner was concerned, 
than anything they had before them to-day. He 
thought, like previous speakers, that the grading of 
milk was all wrong. He contended that milk should 
be of two grades only—good or bad. This particular 
Milk Designations Act defeated its own object. He 
believed its object to be the elimination, as far as 
possible, of those cows suffering from emaciation due 
to tuberculosis, or those cows suffering from tuber- 


culosis of the udder. The object was an excellent 
one, but he said it did not work in practice. He 
contended that those producers who had been in the 
habit—and were quite willing to go on—of milking 
such animals were the last persons on earth to ask 
for a certificate for the production of Grade A or 
certified milk. The people who did apply were those 
who wanted to supply good milk to the public, and 
those who thought they had got good healthy herds. 
The position of the veterinary surgeon who was called 
upon to examine certain cows, the milk from which 
was to be subsequently called Grade A was, to his 
mind, a very precarious one. He was asked to say 
which cows were suffering from clinical tuberculosis, 
and he maintained that clinical examination of cows 
for tuberculosis was a very difficult matter. He 
quite agreed with Mr. Gofton in his remarks regarding 
the enlargement of the supramammary glands. It 
was almost an impossibility to tell by ordinary 
manipulation what that enlargement was due to, 
though he admitted they should surmise that the 
enlargement might be due to tuberculosis. He could 
not agree, however, with the speakers who suggested 
that, in the Grade A examination, they should go so 
far as bacteriological examination, for the simple 
reason that they could not afford to pay the price of 
it. With regard to Mr. Gofton’s remark as to the 
useful example set by the county of Lanark, he took 
exception to the word “competent” veterinary 
surgeon. He agreed with the rest, and he thought 
Lanark was to be congratulated. But he would 
like to know who was to be the judge of the “ com- 
petent ” veterinary surgeon. He did not like the 
remark, and he did not think that ‘ veterinary 
surgeon” required qualifying at all. (Applause.) 

Mr. Linpsay (Dumfries) asked whether it would 
not be advisable to have tuberculin under control 
before they started the Milk and Dairies Bill with 
certified grading. Speaking for the South of Scotland 
about the cases which were clinically examined, he 
could only say that any cows which show signs of 
tubercular mastitis or emaciation due to a suspected 
case of tuberculosis were got rid of at once; but he 
would like to know what became of those cows. He 
did not think they were transmitted to another 
farmer, because they would not have them in many 
parts, but they were transmitted to other markets, 
not only in Scotland, but in England. (Laughter 
and ‘“Shame.”’) He should like to add that he 
thought it was going to be very awkward for farmers 
to have their cows tested to produce Grade A milk 
at the small extra charge they were going to procure. 

Major F. T. G. Hoppay (London): I should like 
to know whether there are any penalties in the new 
Milk and Dairies Act for a man filling up sterilised 
milk bottles in the street. (Laughter.) 

Mr. Eaton Jones drew attention to the condition 
applicable to Grade A herds requiring the owner, if 
at any time it were shown to the satisfaction of the 
licensing authority that tubercle bacilli were present 
in the milk, to take, at his own expense, the steps 
necessary to locate the animals which were diseased 
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and to remove them from the herd, adding that, if 
an owner had a herd of any considerable size and had 
to do that, he would never try to produce Grade A 
milk again. The cost would be enormous, and to go 
through an entire herd of say, 70 cows to find out if 
tubercle existed might take twelve months. The 
cost of a bacteriologist to do that work would mean 
a considerable sum towards the purchase of a new 
herd. Would it not, he asked, be well to send some 
representation to the framers of the Act to allow the 
bacteriologist of the county or city, or whatever 
authority was acting, to do his work? With regard 
to fat content, he asked whether there was any herd 
in Scotland that would give 3°5 per cent. of butter 
fat in the morning’s milk in April, May, August and 
September. He had never seen an ordinary herd 
do it. They would have to go to a pedigree herd or 
a highly kept milk-recording herd to produce any- 
thing like 3°5 per cent. They had had experiments 
lately in Lancashire, and in a very large number of 
the best herds there was nothing like 3°5 per cent. in 
the morning’s milk. If this standard were applied 
to Lancashire or Cheshire, they would have to get 
4°5 or 5 per cent. in the evening milk to account 
for the morning deficiency. The percentage ought 
to be reckoned on the day’s milking and not to 
any particular milking. It was all very well to 
talk about clean milk and so on in connection with 
Grade A and Certified milk, but he attached con- 
siderably more importance to the quality of the milk. 
The Government had never made any attempt to 
sell milk according to quality. They knew there 
were many herds in England that, if they were 
properly milked, would produce, morning and evening 
milkings mixed together, all 4°5 per cent. Every 
other thing nearly in the way of foodstuffs was graded 
according to quality, but so long as milk contained 
3 per cent. of fat, it was still so much per quart. The 
Government had not made any recommendation at 
all that milk should be sold to various people accord- 
ing to quality. He thought it was a most important 
thing, more important than cleanliness, and ought 
to be put in any Milk and Dairies Order in the future. 


Mr. H. Brae referred in strong terms to the use of 
the term Grade A in connection with any milk con- 
taining tubercle bacilli— which might happen under 
the present confused system of nomenclature. With 
regard to the possible remodelling of the Tuberculosis 
Order, he thought it was quite evident that Sir Robert 
Saunders was amenable to suggestion, and he suggesied 
a motion from the Congress to get the Tuberculosis 
Order, 1914, re-instituted, as under its abeyance the 
incidence of tuberculosis in cattle was greatly in- 
creased. He agreed wich Mr. Gofton, on the subject 
of licensing authorities, that it would be better if the 
Scotch method were more adopted. 


Mr. H. 8. Exventck (Neweastle-on-Tyne) suggested 
that a very big matter had been overlooked in the 
Order. If the people milking the cows were tuber- 
cular and spitting about the byre, what about the 
milk ? ‘ 
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Mr. Gorron, replying on the discussion, said he 
did not know whether his remarks, in introducing 
the subject, led Mr. Male to believe that he was opposed 
to any effort being made to encourage the production 
of clean milk. On the contrary, he thought that every 
encouragement ought to be given to producers of 
clean milk. His eriticism was directed rather against 
the way in which the Order had been framed and 
against the methods by which the licences were 
granted. Mr. Torrance seemed to think that Section 
5 of the Act gave a considerable lever in effecting 
the slaughter of cows affected with tuberculosis. 
He was sorry he could not agree. He was glad to 
find that there was general agreement with his remarks 
about enlargement of the supramammary glands, 
He could not agree with Mr. Torrance with regard to 
the significance of bacillus coli. Coliform organisms 
did not constitute a measure for the manurial con- 
tamination of milk. The most common type of coli 
organism —B. coli aerogenes~ found in milk was not 
a manure organism, but appeared most frequently 
to be derived from dirty milk vessels. With regard 
to prosecutions he wished to emphasise the statement 
in his paper that local authorities would require to 
consider very carefully what cases they took to 
Court. He did not think that legal advisers of local 
authorities would go to Court with a case in which 
the owner possessed a certificate of a clinical examina- 
tion by a veterinary surgeon carried out at a recent 
date. The responsibility under the Act did not rest 
on the veterinary surgeon, but on the producer, and 
if he were in a position to show that he had taken 
reasonable care to find out whether his herd were 
healthy or not, it would be quite useless going to 
Court. The onus of proving that a producer did not 
take reasonable care rested on the Local Authority, 
and that was where great difficulty came in. With 
regard to the point as to what became of the cows 
affected with tuberculosis with emaciation, one knew 
that there was a regular traffic in them. There were 
definite outlets for these animals, presumably in places 
where they were not submitted to sufficient inspection. 
He should like to say that Scottish producers had 
shown that the production and marketing of Grade 
A (Tuberculin tested) milk could be carried on at a 
profit. With regard to the point raised by Mr. Katon 
Jones as to the cost to the producer of locating a cow 
in a herd which was eliminating tubercle bacilli in 
its milk in the absence of emaciation or tuberculous 
mastitis, the cost to the producer would probably 
work out, in the case of a herd of 28 cows, at about 
£20. One factor which explained the ability of 
producers to conform to the 3°5 per cent. butter fat 
standard in Scotland was that in the Scottish milk- 
recording schemes quality had been taken into 
consideration as well as quantity. In English milk- 
recording schemes quantity only had been taken into 
consideration without regard to quality. 

Upon the conclusion of the discussion, the following 
resolution, proposed by Mr. A. Gorron, and seconded 
by Mr. H. Brae, was carried unanimously >— 
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“That this Association is of opinion that it is 
desirable that the Tuberculosis Order, 1914, should 
be re-introduced at the earliest possible date, and 
instructs the Secretary to forward the resolution to 
the Ministry of Agriculture, urging the early re- 
introduction of the Order, or of an Order similar in 
effect.” 


Future numbers of the Record will contain 
the following papers, with discussions :—‘‘ Gastro- 
Intestinal Catarrh and Gastro-Enteritis in the Dog,” 
by W. H. Brooke, M.R.C.V.8.; ‘ Tape-worm in 
Sheep,” by H. Daubney, M.Se., M.R.C.V.S.; 
Fistula,” by Professor J. J. O'Connor, M.R.C.V.S., 
and “ Sterility,” by J. R. Barker, M.R.C.V.S., D.V.M. 


Logical Rejuvenation. 


The Manchester Guardian comments upon Professor 
Pettit’s proposal to extend to domestic animals the 
** Voronoff monkey-gland treatment ” as follows :— 

““Every day the recipes for longevity multiply about 
the gaze of the industrious newspaper reader, but it is 
to be feared that hitherto they have never succeeded in 
getting themselves taken very seriously. A new message 
from Paris suggests that it is time the jesters held their 
peace. ‘ Professor Pettit, of the Alfort Veterinary College,’ 
would extend the ‘ Voronoff monkey-gland treatment ’ 
to domestic animals and rejuvenate the cat, or the horse 
or the dog, in order to spare their owners the pang felt 
at the loss of a valued pet or servant. Now this does 
sound like business at last; for the first time we behold 
rejuvenation tackled as a world problem and a logical 
whole, and not as an isolated freak intended to appeal to 
some individual but failing millionaire. For obviously, 
considered as a contribution to human happiness, there is 
precious little point in being rejuvenated if all our friends, 
animal as well as human, die off all round us at the same 
old rate. Here from Paris come the first glimmerings 
of the logical way out. Everybody and everything will 
have to be inoculated or glanded or operated on ‘against 
the wreckful siege of battering days.’ Dogs, cats, and 
horses may do to begin with, but quite clearly, unless the 
natural balance of things is to be incaleulably disturbed, we 
shall have to go on to deal with creatures like elephants 
and giraffes. Probably even the last rose of summer will 
have to be equipped with a new lease of life. Material 
things, too, will need keying up to the new pitch. We 
cannot have our dwellings falling to bits about our re- 
juvenated heads, so that if we do ever start erecting houses 
again on an adequate scale we shall have to build not for 
an age but for all time——or the duration of our longevity 
treatment. These are all very important aspects of the 
fashionable campaign for taking us back to Methuselah, 
and it is a relief to gather, from the news from Paris, that 
they are at last beginning to receive some attention.” 


It is reported that officers of the R.S.P.C.A. are going 
round the Yorkshire dales, enquiring for cases where foals 
have been docked without the use of an anesthetic, with 
the object of securing convictions under the recent Act. 


Association Reports. 


Lancashire Division 
(Continued.) 


Mr. MAYALL stated that he had recently been 
reading the History of Veterinary Literature during 
the 18th Century, and it showed that, for 100 years, 
men kept groping round trying to see the light. Their 
efforts were more or less futile because of the absence 
of any research. The most noted clinician was often 
the man with the greatest amount of self-assertion. 
There was no more important matter for research 
than this question of sterility. Professor J. Richter, 
of the Veterinary School, Dresden, had recently been 
conducting investigations into 100 cases of sterility 
in cows, and he found that 59° were affected with 
endometritis, of which 27 were of a catarrhal nature, 
and 28°, exhibited abnormalities of the ovaries. 
Treatment was by means of physiological salt solution 
followed by Lugol’s and electrolysis. By this pro- 
cedure he claimed that two-thirds of the cases were 
cured. The majority of cases of endometritis was 
due to entrance of organisms into the womb after 
parturition, or the introduction of them through 
bruising of the passage during calving or foaling. 
The studied hygiene of the genital organs at this 
time was exceedingly important, but it was indif- 
ferently practised, because it remained chiefly in the 
hands of laymen, hence endometritis would be always 
more or less present with us. 

Mr. Ackroyp noted that the lecturer not only 
confined himself to the condition of the posterior 
portions of the genital tract, but regarded the con- 
ditions of the ovaries as of great importance. If 
it were true that 50° of cases of sterility were due to 
pyogenic conditions, then, by tackling the cases in 
the manner that Mr. Gunning had demonstrated, 
there appeared to be a considerable hope for reducing 
the loss from such a condition. Mr. Ackroyd then 
referred to the very common belief, held in many 
districts, that the bleeding of animals in cases of 
sterility was very frequently effective, particularly 
if thé bleeding was done immediately before service, 
but he would like to hear Mr. Gunning’s opinion 
on this point. 

Mr. DosiE mentioned the case of a man who did 
his best to safeguard against contagious abortion. 
He communicated with Sir Stewart Stockman, 
Chief Veterinary Otficer to the Ministry of Agri- 
culture, who advised him that the sterility was not 
due to the contagious abortion at all, but to some 
infection of the vagina and os which should be treated 
with antiseptics. He carried out Sir Stewart’s 
advice, and the results had been very satisfactory. 

Col. BritTLEBANK thanked Mr. Gunning for his 
very practical demonstration and his very valuable 
paper. The question was one of enormous importance 
not only to the Veterinary Profession but to the whole 
of the breeding community, and it was almost impos- 
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sible to ascertain the losses which fell upon herds 
from sterility either temporary or permanent in, 
very frequently, the best animals in the herd. 
Although not a practising veterinary surgeon, he 
repeatedly came into contact, during the course of 
his duties, with dairy herds. Many of those problems 
required careful investigation and research, and, 
however elementary Mr. Gunning’s work might 
appear to be, he could not refrain from admiring the 
energy and resource with which that gentleman had 
tackled some of his problems. The farming community 
were the first to complain when such conditions as 
those under discussion were met with, but they took 
care to keep their hands in their pockets when called 
upon to assist research. He ventured to hope that 
Mr. Gunning would go on and, although engaged in 
a busy country practice, pursue his investigations 
with the enthusiasm available. 

Mr. Woops remarked that, during the many years 
he had been in practice, he had been consulted 
repeatedly with regard to sterility, and he remembered 
that at one time it was considered to be due to a 
too-acid condition of the uterine fluid, and he had 
frequently dilated the os and washed out the tract 
with the solution of sedium bi-carbonate with good 
results. This practice seemed, for some time, to have 
been dropped, but for what reason he could not 
understand, as he was convinced that in many cases 
of cervicitis it was a useful thing to do. 

Capt. Wricut held that there was no doubt that 
the question of sterility is only in its infancy. So 
far as his experience went, bitches were but little 
affected. He had seen cases of bitches suffering 
from persistent vaginal discharge, but there had been 
no difficulty in getting them to conceive. 

Mr. GUNNING, in replying, expressed himself 
extremely grateful for the very kind way in which 
he had been received and the very gentle manner 
in which they had treated him during the discussion. 
He knew that a lot of people who might do good by 
speaking did not contribute, and often secretaries 
could not get people to respond to invitations extended 
to them. He did not like to refuse, and he now felt 
more pleased than ever that he had accepted. 
Replying to Mr. Wilson, he stated that, in his opinion, 
there was no doubt that contagious abortion was 
related to sterility, but he would like to remind him 
that so far it was not universally accepted that 
abortion was a specific disease. He did not think 
that feeding had anything to do with sterility. In 
replying to Mr. Curbishley, who asked how long 
Lugol’s solution should be used, he stated that it was 
his practice to use it every ten days until the discharge 
ceased, and that the signal to discontinue treatment 
was when there was a complete absence of discharge. 
In regard to necrosis of the os, he knew nothing better 
than treatment with Lugol’s solution, Concerning 
vesicular vaginitis, the disease was highly infective ; 
no organisms had been isolated, but the bull might 
be regarded as an important factor in sterility. 

A short general discussion followed, in which 
many members asked questions, to which Mr. Gunning 
replied. At the termination, Col. BritTLEBANK 
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rose to propose a vote of thanks to Mr. Gunning for 
the trouble he had taken on behalf of the Lancashire 
Division. He was sure he was voicing the opinion 
of every veterinary surgeon present when he said 
he was sure that Mr. Gunning would always receive 
a hearty welcome whenever he liked to come amongst 
them again. He hoped Mr. Gunning would have 
time to pursue the practical research upon which 
he was engaged, and that he would be assisted in his 
work by some enthusiastic bacteriologist. He ven- 
tured to hope that when Mr. Gunning’s researches 
had continued a little further he would visit them 
again. 

Mr. GUNNING, in response, stated that he would 
remember their welcome, and that he would be very 
glad to come again. 

JOHN SPRUELL, Hon. Secretary. | 


Royal Counties Division. 

A general meeting of the above Association was 
held at Oxford on July 20th. 

The President, Mr. J. Baxter, and Mrs. Baxter had 
kindly invited the members and ladies to a river trip, 
and, although there was a fair gathering, one would 
have thought that more members would have made an 
effort to avail themselves of the opportunity to see 
the splendid buildings in the city of Oxford, and to 
enjoy the delightful river scenery between Oxford and 
Abingdon. 

Mr. and Mrs. Baxter had made every preparation 
for their guests’ comfort, and at the appointed time, 
2 p.m., the party boarded the commodious steam 
launch “ Alaska,” and proceeded down stream to 
Abingdon. Glorious weather favoured the outing 
and the banks of the silvery Thames, dotted with 
picturesque gardens and houses, showed to their full 
advantage, and drew forth the admiration of all. 

Those who attended were: The President, Mrs. and 
Master Baxter, Mr. and Mrs. F. W. Willett, Professor 
and Mrs. G. Wooldridge, Major R. Catmur, Major 
H. G. Lepper, J.P., Captain and Mrs. W. A. Austin, 
Captain and Mrs. B. A. McGuire, Mr. and Mrs. F. T. 
Trewin, Mr. and Mrs. J. C., Coleman, Mr. and Mrs. 
S. H. Slocock, Mr. R. J. Verney, Mr. J. and Miss M. 
Willett, and Mr. and Mrs. G. P. Male. 

During the trip the following business was conducted, 
Mr. G. P. Male kindly acting as Secretary in the 
unavoidable absence of the Secretary (Major P. J. 
Simpson), and the President occupying the chair. 

The minutes of the preceding meeting were taken 
and read, and signed as correct. 

Correspondence.--Apologies for inability to attend 
were read from Messrs J. R. Hewer, E. Brown, W. B. 
Colett, J. McKerlie, W. A. Hancock, R. Page-Bull, 
A. E. Willett, F. Cundell, F. M. C. Hunt, T. W. 
Lepper, W. N. Jurgensen, Sir Stewart Stockman, 
Prof. Hobday, Prof. Pennington, W. Pauer, W. 8. 
King, P. Lloyd, J. East, G. E. King, R. C. Tennant, 
G. Livesey, E. E. Jelbart, W. T. D. Broad, A. C. 
Duncan, 8. Villar, W. L. Little, D. Wyllie, J. W. 
Hopkins, J. H. Addis, and H. C. Jagger. 
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A letter was read from the Performing Animals 
Defence League asking for the support of the Veter- 
inary Profession for their Bill now before the House 
of Commons. 

After considerable discussion, the Secretary was 
instructed to send the following, this being proposed 
by Professor WooLpRIDGE and seconded by Major 
CATMUR : 

“ That the Royal Counties branch of the National 
Veterinary Medical Association of Great Britain 
and Ireland have carefully considered their letter, 
and while sympathising with them in their endeavour 
to prevent cruelty to performing animals (which 
has their hearty support), yet is not prepared to 
support all the recommendations of the Select 
Committee, particularly No. 5.” 

Resignation._-A letter was read from Major W. N. 
Jurgensen tendering his resignation as a member of 
the Association, as he was now living so far away 
that it was an impossibility for him to attend the 
meetings. The resignation was received with regret. 

Elections.— The following gentlemen, having been 
duly proposed and seconded, were elected members 
of the Association: Mr. W. B. Colett, M.R.C.V.S., 
and Mr. M. J. McGing, M.R.C.V.S. 

Arising out of these elections, Mr. J. WILLETT 
proposed ; “ That when new members were to be elected, 
the Secretary shall send them a printed form to sign. 
This form should state that the candidate for election 
is willing to abide by the rules of the Association, 
undertakes to do all in his power to further the 
interests of the Association, and to pay the entrance 
fee and annual subscription. No election to take 
place unlesss the form signed by the candidate is 
forthcoming.” 

This was carried unanimously. 

Vote of Condolence.-The PRESIDENT proposed a 
vote of condolence with Mrs. Owen on the death of 
her husband, who had been for many years an active 
member of the R.C.V.M.A. 

This was carried and instructions given that a 
letter expressing the sympathy of the members be 
written to Mrs. Owen, 

The President expressed, on behalf of the members, 
their sympathy with Major and Mrs. Simpson, who 
were not able to be present owing to the illness of their 
son, and at the same time wishing the latter a speedy 
recovery. 

A very hearty vote of thanks to the President and 
Mrs. Baxter for their very generous hospitality was 
proposed by Mr. J. WiLiert and carried by accla- 
mation, the PRESIDENT replying. 

After partaking of tea and refreshments the return 
journey was made, and all were genuinely sorry that 
a most enjoyable outing from all points of view 
had ended all too quickly. 


Subscriptions to the Buxton Presentation Fund 
have been accepted from Messrs. F. W. Emery, J. F. 
Healy, J. R. Hayhurst and J. Brown, but members are 
reminded that this fund is now closed. 
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Notes and News. 


The Editor will be glad to receive items of professional interest in 
these columns 
VETERINARY PROFESSION AND PuBLIC HEALTH IN 

IRELAND. 

Recently a deputation from the veterinary profession 
of the Free State interviewed the Minister for Agriculture 
and urged him to reorganise the public veterinary service 
of the country, with a view to safeguarding the health of 
the public and of live stock. The deputation suggested 
a thorough inspection of dairy cows, cattle marts, and 
abattoirs so as to prevent the transmission of commupica- 
tive diseases and to secure a supply of sound animal pro- 
ducts and the better control of contagious diseases of 
animals, particularly those transmissible to man. They 
urged strongly that there should be provision made for 
research into obscure diseases of animals, and drew atten- 
tion to the importance, from the economic point of view, 
of being able to give Irish cattle a clean bill of health. 
The Minister, in reply, expressed his appreciation of the 
draft scheme submitted to him, and his willingness to do 
all he could to put it into effect. The Irish Correspondent 
of The Lancet, in transmitting the above news to this 
paper, adds the following comment: ‘It is encouraging 
to see the veterinary and medical professions moving on 
parallel lines in the promotion of public health.” 

Five cattle have died from anthrax on a farm in the 
Carse of Gowrie, Perthshire. 
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